28 March 2018
Dear Parent/Carer,
We have had another incredibly busy and extremely successful term. This newsletter is only a glimpse of the high
achievement and success for both the students and staff of Ninestiles.
Yet again, it has been good to see many parents and carers over the term at various events enabling us to work in
partnership to secure happy and successful futures for our brilliant young people.
This is a crucial time for our Year 11 students in particular, even in the short time left there is so much that can be
achieved. We hope parents and carers fully support encouraging their child to take up the many opportunities,
events and resources Ninestiles, An Academy offers to prepare them for their upcoming examinations. It is also
important students ensure a good routine of regular revision and sufficient sleep over the next few months.

Mathematics Challenge
It has been a good term for the maths department at
Ninestiles. We took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge,
a nationwide event where students aged 13-16 complete
some challenging maths problems in addition to the things
they would normally encounter in lessons. Ninestiles was
particularly successful, achieving 3 gold medals, 10 silvers and
14 bronzes. Special mentions go to Yasmin Abdelkadir,
Andrew Lee and Sukhdeep Chahal who each achieved a gold
certificate, particular congratulations to Yasmin who had the
highest score in the school!
We hope to continue the success of the individual challenge
in the Junior Team Challenge, which took place on the 23rd March. Over the last six weeks KS3 students have
been taking part in afterschool training sessions to prepare them for the event. A team of four of these students
will be travelling to Aston University to compete against other schools in Birmingham; we wish them the best of
luck and will update you all on how they got on!

Mathematics homework system
We have introduced a new online homework system called Hegarty Maths which all students have taken really
well to! Whilst they are set one piece per week as a class, many of them have taken it upon themselves to
complete extra work outside of this, with Tanbir Mridha Akhtar (Year 7), Vaishali Shingadia (Year 9) and Ethan Reid
(Year 10) completing 2254, 2000 and 1719 questions respectively. A fantastic start to the new system and one that
we are sure will be beneficial to the students when they come to sit their GCSEs!
The top 5 students from Year 10 are pictured below with Mr Power.

Year 7 Drama Club
Year 7 Drama Club students performed an improvised piece called ‘The Box’. It was based on the concept of
‘Jumanji’ the film, and the characters were all taken from Disney movies. The students took 3 weeks to put the
performance together, giving up break times and their lunchtime. It was an excellent performance, well done to all
involved!
Drama Club is run every Tuesday and Thursday after school from 3.00pm to 3.45pm

English assessments
We have recently completed many assessments with the students - well done to them on all the efforts they have
made. Since then, we have been encouraging students to reflect on their progress, particularly with Year 11 for
whom time is pressing on! Encouraging children to read as much as possible will widen their vocabulary, enabling
them to access more and more of the papers they see, as well as improving their ability to engage with more
complex texts that they may read in other contexts. If they are stuck for authors to read, may I recommend Patrick
Ness, John Green and E. Lockhart for teenage fiction books. More challenging authors include Margaret Atwood,
Khaled Hosseini and Philip Pullman. If you want any more recommendations, please visit our well stocked OLA or
ask your English teacher.

Debate club
Mr Talib and Ms Atherton have been continuing to run the Debate Club,
including taking a group of students to a local competition. This was a
great opportunity for them and they performed well against some stiff
competition.
The ESU Public Speaking Competition involved giving speeches and
fielding questions based on those speeches.
It was the first time Ninestiles has competed in this demanding and
prestigious competition; they were up against 12 other schools including
all of the King Edwards Schools, one of which they faced in the very first
round. Their performance did the school proud and we have been invited
back for next year’s competition.
The students had to prepare speeches on the following topics:
·
·

Does the US withdrawal from the Paris Agreement endanger the fight against climate change or strengthen it?
Does the government overreact to terrorist actions?

Thank you to both members of staff for the time they have put into this and the commitment both they and the
students have shown.

Prepare to Perform
Parents of Year 11 students were invited to attend a Prepare to
Perform session which would support and encourage
independent learning outside of lessons, for example: Easter
School, Intervention and revision sessions and accessing
Cloudnine to utilise revision guidance in all subject areas.
We also launched Doddle with parents and students, inviting
them to explore a variety of interactive revision material
including quizzes and subject exam questions.
The event was very successful and parents fed back that they left
feeling supported by the school.

Skiing trip
In the last week of January, 10 intrepid students and 2 staff made their way to the Swiss Alps to experience the trip
of a lifetime, the annual Birmingham Schools Ski Course! Awesome fun was had by all and every student made
leaps and bounds in their skiing ability, all being able to conquer the mountain by the end of the week. The
stunning surroundings, meeting lots of other students from the other schools and the evening activities, such as
a torch-lit walk, rock climbing and roller disco, all added to the experience.

WW1 Battlefield Trip to Flanders, Ypres and the Somme
Two Ninestiles students won a competition run by Mr Chew to
attend a WW1 Battlefield Tour. The two successful students,
Fawaz Yaqoob and Humaira Shaheen, both produced exceptional
pieces of work, ranging from a letter sent home from the trenches
by a soldier, and a poem about what life was like during the Great
War. Both students have written a few lines about their
experiences:
"In my opinion the WW1 Battlefields Trip had a lot of importance,
as you could see with your own eyes what the soldiers of WW1
went through for their country. I learned how fatal the war was on
soldiers and their families and just how gruesome the war actually
was. When I visited Thiepval I saw how many soldiers hadn't been
found, let alone fought in the war. After this trip my knowledge of
WW1 has improved immensely and now I can relate to what the
soldiers experienced".
Fawaz Yaqoob - Year 9 - E-MH
"From the early hours of Friday 2nd December until late on
Monday 5th February myself, Fawaz and Mr Chew visited the
Battlefields of France and Belgium. When we visited the graves the impact on me was huge, seeing the different
countries that fought, and the amount of lives that were lost made me feel melancholy. When we saw the crosses,
it showed the immensity of the war, families torn apart and the extent of soldiers and civilian lives lost. Overall, it
is important that we still remember, over 100 years later the peoples whose lives were lost".
Humaira Shaheen - Year 8 - W-MD

National Careers Week 5th—9th March 2018
A very successful week at Ninestiles raising
awareness of National Careers Week.
Lots of career related activities taking place
including Tutor Time Careers Debates and
Lunchtime Workshops delivered by experts from
the Health & Social Care, Engineering and Business
sector. A large number of students signed up
voluntarily to each session and gave
overwhelmingly positive feedback.
We also have a display depicting teacher career
path to Ninestiles which has prompted lots of
interest.

Year 7 Reading Club
Year 7 Reading club has gone from strength to strength this year. It
began in October, with a group of eighteen students who attended
weekly sessions in the school library, and followed a reading
programme tailored to them. The programme includes a wide
range of activities, and promotes students taking risks with reading
different genres, expanding their vocabulary, and being curious
about what books are available to them. The success of the
programme is clear to see, with huge increases in the number of
books being taken out of the library by the students in the group.
As of this half term, we have introduced a new group of twenty
students to the club, so hopefully we will see more of them finding
a new interest in reading!

Year 11 Food Technology
Year 11 students have been working hard on their practical assessment. They had to plan and cook a selection of
dishes that could be used on a bistro menu. The students worked independently and demonstrated a range of
skills that included making their own pasta, meat preparation, roux sauce and pastry cream. All of the students
worked extremely hard and produced some excellent results. We are sure you will agree we have some excellent
young chefs!

Big Physics Quiz
On the 22nd January Mr Mendonca took 4 teams of Year
9 students out to the Big Physics Quiz at The University of
Birmingham. Students that went were Anika Fahmida,
Eliza Nisar, Hinaa Ladha, Farah Ahmed, Zain Hamid, Abbas
Mahmood, Fawaz Yaqoob, Hashim Qureshi, Awais
Fareed, Aneel Singh, Mohammed Ismail, Maryam Ahmad,
Muntaha Ali and Vaishali Shingadia.
Many of the questions they were asked touched on
topics only studied at A-Level Physics and despite being
up against some exceedingly tough competition, from
both public and private schools, all of the students
acquitted themselves really well and were a credit to both
the school and themselves. All teams involved should be
proud of what they had achieved!

World Book Day 2018
Staff at Ninestiles celebrated World Book Day by dressing up as characters from their favourite books. All students
have been offered a £1 book token which can be used at Ninestiles OLA or any book shop. World Book Day is a
worldwide celebration of books and encourages students to enjoy the pleasure and excitement of reading.

The Duke of Edinburgh
It has been a very successful first year for The
Duke of Edinburgh at Ninestiles. Many students
across Year 10 and 11 are now completing their
Bronze award. It has taken 12 months of hard
work and dedication from students to complete
their physical, skill, volunteering and expedition
sections of the award and I would like to
congratulate every student who has taken part
over our first year . Currently 90 of our Year 9
students have just embarked on the start of their
DofE Bronze journey and will be attending their
practice expedition on 15-16th and 22nd-23rd
June 2018. The DofE award is a great
opportunity for pupils to experience and
conquer new challenges and I hope they will
have fond memories of the award for years to
come.

Ninestiles Archery
Over the past few years there has been a gradual increase in students taking the opportunity to participate in one
of the more uncommon sports available at Ninestiles: Archery. As well as some regular faces over the past few
years it has been running, it has been great to see some new characters from all year groups drop into the sport
and have a great time. Archery helps promote discipline and consistency and we have seen some of the more
veteran shooters improve consistently during their time at the club through a mixture of determination and
resilience.
Archery Club currently runs every Monday after school in the Social Space. We look forward to welcoming more
new faces to the sport and although we don’t know where the 2032 Olympics will be held, we may end up seeing
some Ninestiles Alumni in the ArcheryGB squad!

Team Mathematics Challenge
On Friday 23rd March, four students
from Ninestiles travelled to Aston
University Engineering Academy for
the UKMT Team Maths Challenge. The
event, set over the course of a day,
saw our students involved in relays,
crossnumbers and shuttle rounds, full
of interesting and challenging
mathematical conundrums! Facing off
against some stiff competition from
twenty nine other schools our intrepid
team of mathematicians placed an
incredible ninth! A result that
Mohammed Ibrahim (Year 9), Subhan
Ali (Year 9), Harry Cremins (Year 7) and
Gurtaj Singh (Year 7) can be incredibly
proud of! Well done boys!

Year 10 Geography visit to the River Blythe
As part of their GCSE’s, Year 10 have been to the
River Blythe at Malvern and Brueton Park (Solihull)
to get experience of conducting physical geography
fieldwork in an out of classroom setting. There was
a very high uptake of students attending the
fieldtrip and it helps students apply their
knowledge of the Bradshaw Model into a real-life
setting. Fully kitted up in outdoor clothing,
complete with wellingtons, students entered the
water to measure the width, depth and velocity of
the river. As well as allowing students to explore
the theoretical side of their knowledge, it also gave
students the opportunity to work together in
groups, thereby developing their interpersonal
skills in the process. Back in the classroom we
reflected on the whole experience which allowed students to explore certain skills required to develop their
knowledge, preparing them for the fieldwork element of the examination papers. Go Team Geography!

Sports Relief day 23 March 2018
To support Sport Relief 2018, Ninestiles dedicated a week’s worth
of activities to raise money and awareness. In P.E. lessons students
supported the official Sport Relief Billion Steps Challenge and
added 4,493,530 to the nation’s steps playing a big part in helping
Sport Relief meet their target. Students also took part in Sport
Relief Elements Tournaments to earn points for their houses. Earth
were the worthy winners and have added 40 points to their total.
A staff table tennis tournament saw Mr Lilwall crowned the Table
Tennis Champion, much to the annoyance of the Principal, Mr
Power who has challenged Mr Lilwall to a return match. A Staff
Basketball Elements Tournament saw Fire beat Air. Staff also donated to dress as their sporting heroes or wear
their teams colours. In total, the school raised £285.09. A fantastic week and we’re already looking forward to
Sport Relief 2020! Well done to everyone who took part.

Visit to Solihull Sixth Form for photography students
On Monday 26 March, Year 10 GCSE Art and Photography
students visited Solihull Sixth Form. As part of our ongoing
work with CBSO we were invited to develop a Visual Arts
Project to support the musical pieces being created and
performed by Ninestiles Academy Trust students. Year 12
BTEC Art and Design students, along with Miss Pitchford
and Miss Oliver’s Year 10 GCSE students, were selected to
take part. This was a wonderful experience for our
students, not only to experience Post-16 Art study but to
also challenge themselves creatively in a contemporary art
context. The fantastic and highly professional Year 12
students led all of the sessions and supported our students
throughout. The amazing final pieces will form key
coursework for Year 12 and 10, and be exhibited at the
Symphony Hall.

WE Day
Sixteen students were given the fantastic opportunity to attend WE Day 2018 at the SSE Arena, Wembley. As
part of our UNICEF journey to become a Gold Rights Respecting School, our charity and community work was
recognised by the WE, who organised both tickets and transport which they gifted in celebration of our
efforts. During the day, which was attended by thousands of young people from the UK, students enjoyed
inspirational talks from Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie, Katie Piper, Musharaf and Mr Burton from Educating
Yorkshire and Taliha Storm. There were musical performances from HRVY and Alexandra Burke. In order to
attend the trip students were invited to write Miss Oliver a letter, explaining why they wanted to be part of WE
Day and why they are Rights Respecting. Over 150 students submitted a letter and the lucky winners were:
Arisha Amer, Qasim Amin, Morium Begum, Hemali Daji, Archie Evans, Chelsea Gibbon, Faathema Hussain, Saman
Imran, Saliha Kakar, Sabra Khalfan, Hannah Law, Ayushi Mistry, Reece Nixon, Keeley Price, Shahinaz Rabati and
Iman Rashid. Students were a credit to Ninestiles and left the event inspired and full of wonderful ideas.

Ninestiles success at staff quiz!
Congratulations to Ninestiles quiz team ‘Higham Mighty’
who came first in a recent staff quiz. They were 1 of 20
teams taking part in the staff quiz hosted by Cockshut Hill
who were raising funds for their school Prom.
Well done to:
Miss Douglas, Mr Hughes, Miss O’Driscoll, Mr Higham,
Miss Lynch, Mr Mace.

Birmingham Children’s Hospital
During February Mrs Green
and her family took bags of
items which had been
donated by friends and
colleagues from Ninestiles, to
the Ronald McDonald House
at Birmingham Children's
Hospital. They were shown
around this amazing place
which serves as ‘home’ to
hundreds of families every
year, whilst their sick children
are cared for in Birmingham Children’s Hospital. Mrs Green has supported the charity for the several years and
will be collecting again between Easter and the end of the term.
Well done and thank you to everyone who has donated.

Charity Skydive
In order to raise money for the British Heart
Foundation Mrs Macey, P.A. to the Principal,
decided to take part in a skydive. The skydive
took place in Nottingham on Sunday 18 February
which was a very cold and misty day. The jump
took place at 13,000 feet and Mrs Macey, dressed
in several layers of clothes, suffering from motion
sickness and terrified, was very glad when she
was safely back on the ground! Thank you to all
her friends and colleagues at Ninestiles who
helped her raise a fabulous £1126.

P.E. Blog
If you would like to follow latest information from the P.E. department, please read their blog:
https://ninestilespe.wordpress.com/

Year 11 Exam timetable
Parents and carers of Year 11 students will soon receive their child’s personalised exam timetable and exam
notices. Please contact school as soon as possible if you do not receive this information. A master exam
timetable, JCQ notices and exam policies can be found on the Exams section of the school website after the
Easter holidays.

Farewell to:
We would like to wish the following staff who are leaving Ninestiles, good luck in their new ventures:
Chris Silverton, Dan Giles, Ben Hall, Thanh Nguyen, Matthew Vaughan, Hayley Bick and Duncan Booth.

Forthcoming events
Tuesday 17—Thursday 26 April

Year 10 PPEs

Wednesday 16 May – 18 May

Year 10 Mock interviews

Monday 14 May

Year 11 Exam season begins

Wednesday 6 June

Year 10 Parents Evening 4.30-7pm

Wednesday 20 June

Year 10 High Attainers Evening 6-7pm

Tuesday 26 June

C & P Summer Showcase 6.30-8.30pm

Wednesday 27 June

Year 10 Drayton Manor trip day

Thursday 28 June (see below)

Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly 3.15 to 4.15pm

Monday 2 July – Friday 6 July

Year 10 Work Experience week

Monday 2 July – Friday 6 July

Enrichment week Year 7 to 9

Monday 2 July

Years 7-9 Drayton Manor trip day

Tuesday 3 July

Year 6 Parents Information Evening 6.30pm to 7.30pm

Wednesday 4 July

Year 6 Induction Day

Friday 6 July

Year 7 – 9 House Sports Day
School Prom 7.00pm to 11.30pm
Presentation Evening

Wednesday 11 July
Wednesday 18 July

Ninestiles Secondary Trust Sports Championships 12-3pm
Sports Personality of the Year 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Just a few reminders for the forthcoming term:

Uniform
Just a reminder of the expectations:
Black trousers or a black Ninestiles skirt
A Ninestiles blazer worn with a white shirt and Ninestiles tie. Students may also wear a plain black v neck jumper
along with the blazer, shirt and tie
Black shoes – as would be worn for work and not sports branded footwear
A plain black hijab or shalwar kameez

Attendance
We cannot emphasise how important it is that students attend school unless they really are too ill to do so.
Every day of learning lost has an impact on the final grades that students will achieve. Please could we ask you to
renew your efforts to get your child into school every day on time. We would like to work closely with you to
ensure that our students are here in school as close to 100% of the time as possible.
Please can I draw your attention to the chart on the next page which shows the amount of school days lost
through absence. The impact of these lost days of learning disrupts the education of the individual student and
the whole class. Research shows that students who do not attend school regularly do not achieve as well in
examinations, find it difficult to maintain friendships, miss out on social events and are more likely to become
involved in crime, to name but a few.
Any student whose attendance falls below 90% will be classed as a Persistent Absentee or PA. Students with
poor attendance could face legal action being pursued, on behalf of the school, by the Local Authority. On our
website in the ‘Parents’ section under ‘Parents Documents and Letters’ is our ‘Spotlight on Attendance’ letter
which outlines this process. Ninestiles School will continue to be robust in challenging absence from school and
raising overall attendance to above the national expectation of 97%. As part of this we will continue to work with
parents/carers and families to support excellent attendance from all our students.

Should you need to report an absence or an attendance issue please contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Biddle on
0121 624 9070.

Punctuality
Please remember, students are expected on site at 8.30am. Tutor period begins at 8.40am but students should
arrive before this to ensure a prompt and organised start to the day. Students who arrive late in school are also
affecting their learning and that of others in their groups who are distracted by their arrival. Late arrivals are very
rarely due to bus delays. It is much more frequently students who live close enough to walk or who are dropped
off, or indeed those whose bus arrives on time but then they delay actually coming into school. A prompt, efficient
start to the day and arrival on time to lessons ensures that the day starts well and learning gets underway as
promptly as possible. Any support you can give us to reinforce the importance of this routine with your child
would be much appreciated.

Parking near school
Can I ask that all our parents and carers picking up or dropping off a child adhere to the following:
Vehicles do not park on yellow lines or zigzags.
Do not double park or pull up alongside other parked cars to allow your children to ‘jump out or get in’.
Do not park on the pavement restricting the access for pedestrians.
Please do not block residents’ driveways, even for ’just a minute’.
Drive at a low speed on the roads outside school.
Do not park too close to a street junction as this blocks visibility for drivers pulling out at junctions.
We hope that by working together in a calm and considerate way, we can solve the issues related to parking for
both parents/carers and local residents, but clearly the priority is not to compromise the safety of our students.
We continue to work closely with West Midlands Police to ensure the safety of our students is not compromised
by dangerous parking. Please be advised that the police force now have the ability to prosecute illegal parking by
submission of photographic evidence without informing the driver at the time. If upheld this could result in a fine
and/or penalty points on a driving licence.

I am sure you are familiar with our website, but we also have Twitter, please follow us @ninestiles. Please do
follow us to make sure you are up to date with all the student activity, achievements and information which goes
out on a regular basis. Also, please let us know if your child achieves success outside school in any of the activities
they participate in. We will always celebrate this with them and we would love to publicise their success on our
website and social media if permitted. We have fantastic students and we want everyone to know about their
amazing achievements.

Final words
School is a time where students can explore their dreams and ambitions. Ninestiles will prepare your child not
only with excellent academic qualifications but also the qualities of resilience and determination to succeed and
overcome the inevitable challenges that life presents.
As I said at Christmas, a new term is a good time to reflect and for students to renew their effort and attitude to
achieve success. Please enjoy time together with friends and family over the Easter break, but for Year 11 please
remember that a few months of sacrifice and hard work will pay dividends for the rest of your life.

Yours sincerely,

James Power
Principal

Ninestiles, An Academy

