WELCOME
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to our December Newsletter. As is
traditional, as the year draws to a close, we look back on
what has been an extremely busy term and reflect on some of our many
highlights and make plans for our future. Ninestiles is as always an exciting
place to be; staﬀ are infected with enthusiasm and a drive to provide all of our
students with the very best experiences. This is matched with our young
people’s optimism, energy and collective hopes and dreams for the future. At
Ninestiles we strive to oﬀer our students those meaningful learning experiences
that we know will make a diﬀerence.
Looking back over the half-term staﬀ kindly oﬀered intervention workshops to
approximately two hundred Year 11 students. We are immensely proud of the year
group’s organisation, focus and hard work over their practise exam period. Whilst they
have made good progress, a number will recognise that they have still a great deal of
work to do in preparation for their next PPE examinations in March. I would like to
mention in particular Iman Rashid, Kierat Kaur, Elsa Rauf and Balaaj Bhatti, all of whom
made exceptional progress in their Pre-Public Examinations in November. Thank you to
all Year 11 parents who managed to join us on 12th December for our Year 11 subject
evening. If you were unable to attend, but would like feedback, please ensure you
contact Andrea Ferguson, the Head of Year 11, who will be happy to help you.
This term we have also been working with Camp Hill Boys to deliver a series of
workshops in school aimed at raising the achievement of our most able students
in Year 11. It’s a great collaboration which will extend to other students being
oﬀered opportunities later on in the year.
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Congratulations to Tamim Ahmed in Year 7, who won the
Name our Newsletter competition with 'News at Nine'.
Tamim won a £15 Amazon voucher. Well done,
Tamim!
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Mindfulness was introduced 5 years
ago, at first to a small group of students.
who attended the Resource Base, with a view to
helping students manage their anxiety and develop
greater self control and focus. The Head of the Resource
Base and the School Counsellor worked together to produce
a Mindfulness Programme to promote positive thinking and to teach
strategies to help manage negative emotions.
Mindfulness is based on ‘living in the moment’ – letting go of past
experiences and resisting fear of the future. At Ninestiles, students are given
the opportunity to learn breathing techniques and a variety of meditation
practices to help them manage their individual situations. Groups are set up
through referrals from teachers and from students’ own requests.
This year sessions are run for Year 11 students every Friday tutor time, with an
extra morning on Thursdays to be added due to students’ requests. These
students will be able to request pre exam sessions every morning for 20
minutes before their exams. Mindfulness for other year groups began after half
term in tutor time.
All Resource Base students have mindfulness built into their curriculum and
learn from Year 7 how to recognise emotions and to develop greater self
control and focus. Sessions for parents started last year and are
continuing, to allow parents to experience mindfulness for themselves
and be able to support their children to extend practice outside school.
There is currently an after school session for students on Tuesdays
that is open to all age groups.

MINDFULNESS

ENGLISH
Two teams of Year 11 students from Ninestiles travelled to
Whitely Academy in Coventry on 7th December, to participate
in the first round of ESU’s National Public Speaking
competition. Team 1 consisted of Sabra Khalfan (Speaker),
Iman Ali (Chairwoman) and Kiran Ali-Butt (Questioner). Team
2 consisted of Ethan Reid (Speaker), Jess Donnelly
(Chairwoman) and Morium Begum (Questioner). Sabra spoke
about the very current and emotive topic of knife crime, and
Ethan spoke about (against) the legalisation of marijuana.
Both teams did amazingly well, giving electrifying speeches,
and managed to achieve 2nd and 3rd place, bested only by
Solihull School. Team 1 will now progress to the regional final
which will take place at Solihull School on the 4th of February.
Thank you so much to Mr Talib for all the work he’s done with
the teams, and to other teachers who supported the teams on
the night. Best of luck to Team 1 for the finals in February; we
will let you know how they get on.

MATHS
This has been another
successful term for our maths students
at Ninestiles, particularly the Year 11s.
Thirty pupils entered the UK Maths Trust Senior
Challenge, which is aimed at Year 11-13 pupils, with twelve
achieving certificates. Silver awards were presented to Yasmin
Abdelkadir, Elizabeth Martini, and Ella Salt. Yasmin and Elizabeth, along
with Fahima Akthar and Sohaib Ahmadzai went on to represent the school at
the UK Maths Trust Senior Team Challenge, where they put in an impressive
performance against teams from a range of private schools, grammars and
sixth forms.
The competitions didn't end there, with four of our pupils (Yasmin Abdelkadir, Elizabeth
Martini, Ayushi Mistry and Iman Rashid) entering the extremely challenging
Mathematical Olympiad for Girls. Yasmin and Ayushi set a new school record in the
competition, another impressive achievement! Ayushi, along with Ismael Dar, also
reached the second round of the international 'Who Wants to be a Mathematician?'
competition. In the final competitive battle of the term, Ayushi is currently in a close race
against Mihir Parmar to be the top Ninestiles pupil in this year's National Cipher
Challenge, with a signed copy of Simon Singh's 'The Code Book' available to the winner.
Our homework revolution has gained real momentum this term, with Ninestiles pupils
answering over 280,000 questions between them on hegartymaths.com since
September, at an average of 190 per pupil. Twenty one pupils across the school
have already correctly answered over 1000 questions each, with Madiha Meherban,
Ayushi Mistry, Hira Mubashar and Kiran Ali-Butt having over 2000 correct
answers each since September. All pupils in Years 7-9 should be spending
at least thirty minutes per week on their maths homework, with all Year
10-11 pupils completing at least an hour a week. Our OLA is open
every day to provide computer access, and we have a Hegarty
Maths club on Thursdays after school in T271 for
anyone needing extra support.

Finally, for anyone looking to improve their times tables,
ttrockstars.com is the place to go. No-one has come
close to Cameron Marshall's world record, but there will
be opportunities for staff and student competitions
within school later in the year, so now is the time to start
practising!

HISTORY
November 2018 marked 100 years since the end
of the First World War and we commemorated
the centenary through a number of activities in
the History department. Mr Bradshaw planned a
wonderful Aspire session for our students, where
they focused on Remembrance Day, the
meaning behind the poppy and why we have a
minute’s silence. Mr Chew delivered an inspiring
assembly to all colleges focusing on how the
events of the First World War have shaped
Britain today. He also talked about the
Commonwealth and the bravery of those Indian,
African and ANZAC soldiers who fought
amongst the Allies. One of the soldiers
mentioned in the assembly actually lived in the
house that one of our Year 8 students currently
lives in. Mrs Finn and Miss Harris promoted the
importance of remembrance in History lessons
and students showed real compassion and
appreciation for those soldiers as they watched
parts of Peter Jackson's critically acclaimed film,
'They Shall Not Grow Old,' and were shown
stories of soldiers from Birmingham who
received the Victoria Cross. The students all
showed a real maturity and a true gratitude to
those men and women who lost their lives, not
just in the First World War, but all other
subsequent conflicts.

SEND
On Tuesday 13th November the Inclusion faculty held a
SEND Information event for Year 8 parents and carers. This
was an opportunity for all those interested to meet the
Inclusion team and find out about the intervention and
provision we offer our students at Ninestiles. This included
stalls about Lego Therapy, HAL after school activities,
mentoring, Maths and Literacy intervention, amongst others.
The evening was a positive one with staff, parents and
students enjoying the event with requests for similar events
in the future. We will be looking to hold events for additional
year groups throughout the year.

On the 11th November a group of ten students from the
Ninestiles Resource Base took part in a SEND football
tournament, at a venue called Play-Football Sports Ground.
We lost the first game 8-7, but that did not dent the team’s
resolve. We kept battling on, to win all our remaining games,
resulting in qualifying to play in the final. Throughout the
tournament, the team showed a steely determination and a
willingness to win. Mrs Boore and Mr Heakin observed great
camaraderie between the players – it was like they had been
playing as a team for years! The team went onto to win 4-1 in
the final and have qualified for the regional finals, which will
take place in January 2019. The students were a credit to
Ninestiles, both on and off the pitch, and everyone is
extremely proud of them. Well done, team!

On Friday 7th December Liam Heekin and Iqra Dar took 10 SEND students to
a sports event at Billesley Sports Centre. Students took part in a multitude of
events and came 3rd on the day, each gaining a medal. The students were a
credit to the school and showed tremendous teamwork, courage and
sportsmanship. The students, from Years 7, 8 and 9 were: Jessica York, Liliana
Shahrezaee, Alisha Todd, Zulaikha Kausar, Thomas Murphy, Courtney DavisPaintin, Ajani Williams, Jemma Jones, Declan Clarke, Cameron Mills. To beat
that great news, we subsequently received a phone call to say that the team
has reached the regional finals! Well done to you all.

ACOCKS GREEN LIONS

On Tuesday 11th December a number of our students
joined the annual Santa’s Sleigh Ride to help raise
money for the Acocks Green Lions. The students who
helped this year were Mohammed Amaan Rashid,
Hamza Ali Hussain, McKaila Walton, Hamaad Mahmood,
Finn Taylor and Megan Waite. It was a great evening,
the students were a credit to the school, and they raised
more money on the night than previous years. They will
receive a community service award for their efforts.
Thank you to Mrs Moseley, Mr Croxall and Mrs Levick for
supporting the students with this event.

CAREERS
CAREERS

100 Year 11 students attended the
World Skills Show at the NEC. Students had
access to an enormous range of jobs and career
pathways at show. They could speak directly with
hundreds of employers, colleges and training providers
regarding Apprenticeships and observe demonstrations from real
people doing real jobs.

• Year 9 students were given the opportunity to attend a university.

The aim is
to raise aspirations by giving information about the range of courses
available, entry requirements and graduate opportunities.

The format of each visit was very similar, starting with a ‘mythbuster’ true or false quiz or
Course Pictionary, followed by interviews with the Student Ambassadors and tours of each
campus. A range of activities were then oﬀered at each venue, such as, at Aston University,
students participated in a Psychology lecture. Cambridge students were treated to a lecture
on Personal Identity. University of Birmingham students had the opportunity to ‘Design a
University’ and ‘Build’ a Career Path’, whilst at Solihull College and University Centre, all
students participated in a range of taster sessions.
78% of the students said that they found the day a positive experience and of the
Cambridge students, 82% said that they would now consider applying for a place post 18.
Ninestiles students made applications to participate in the Warwickshire
Sutton Scholars Programme along with 29 other schools across the West
Midlands.
We are delighted to announce that the following Yr8 students were
successful and have been invited the the Launch Event at the Warwick
Business School on January 12th 2019.
Ali Mohammadi, Amandeep Panesar, Gurtaj Singh
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CAREERS
50+ exhibitors attended for 2018 and it proved to
be an incredibly successful evening providing, our students
with a wide variety of career opportunities to explore. A huge thank
you to everyone that attended and special thanks to Tony West and
his staﬀ for serving refreshments throughout the evening.
Future Careers Fair
I was able to find a number of post 16 options that were
suitable for my child
I was able to pick up relevant information regarding the
future career path of my child
I feel that I have up to date information regarding the future
career path of my child

YES

NO

90%

10%

97%

3%

91%

9%

Ninestiles students made applications to participate in the Warwickshire
Sutton Scholars Programme along with 29 other schools across the West
Midlands.
We are delighted to announce that the following Yr8 students were
successful and have been invited the the Launch Event at the Warwick
Business School on January 12th 2019.
Ali Mohammadi, Amandeep Panesar, Gurtaj Singh
Jamimah Bahaar

Standon Bowers 5 -7th October 2018 Ninestiles Girls Can trip
Following on from a successful year training up some of our
lovely Year 10 girls to become Girls Active Leaders, with a
specific goal of increasing the number of Asian and/or Muslim
girls who attend after school extra-curricular clubs, three of
these leaders joined Ms Beetison, Miss Routledge and Miss Britt
on a weekend of outdoor education in Staffordshire. In total, 17
girls (a range of years 7-11) came away with us to enjoy
activities such as high/low ropes, caving, rock climbing and
teamwork activities such as bridge building. The girls completed
questionnaires pre and post-trip, the results of which
demonstrated an increase in the self-esteem of the group as a
whole - an issue which is prevalent amongst young people in the
21st Century. The girls were a credit to the school and have
been asking when the next trip will be! Their work is continuing
this year, inspiring other young females to follow in their
footsteps to become more healthy and active through our 40+
extra-curricular clubs on offer again this half term!

Primary Panathlon – 8th November at Nechelles
A group of our Year 10 OCR Cambridge National
Sports Studies students supported one of our
SGO’s (Mr Richardson) Primary SEND events at
the start of November. One of their course modules
is sports leadership and this group was up for the
challenge, even at this early stage in the course.
The students did extremely well, working with
students with a variety of additional needs, to
ensure that all of the young children felt supported
and that they could achieve what they set out to do.
Teachers, support staff and parents of the primary
school students came over at the end of the event
to commend the dedication and inspirational work
our students had exhibited throughout the event,
skills we know so many of our students have to
share with the wider community. We are all looking
forward to our next opportunity!

Healthy Active Ninestiles Reps
As we continue our journey with Healthy Active Lifestyles, we
advertised the opportunity to expand our team of 8 staff to include
some student representatives to form ‘Healthy Active Ninestiles’.
Over 200 students, representing all year groups, genders, races,
religions, sporting abilities and beliefs applied. Our students are very
much at the heart of the transition from Physical Education to
Healthy Active Lifestyles here at Ninestiles, therefore the opportunity
to build a student body to voice the opinions of our young people
regarding this great change was always something we were looking
forward to do. With so many fantastic applications, it was a tough
decision to work out who we would be able to appoint. We finally
agreed on 40 students who were appointed at the end of last month.
Our successful journey forward depends on the buy-in from our
students and therefore we are excited as we take this next step
together as a Healthy Active Lifestyles community. Keep an eye on
@ninestilesHAL on twitter and @ninestiles.HAL on Instagram for
more updates. Watch this space!

This Girl Will event – Wednesday 5th December at the University of Wolverhampton
A group of Year 10 girls, made up of some of our newly appointed Healthy Active Ninestiles Reps and Sports Studies
students, attended the 4th This Girl Will event at the University of Wolverhampton. The theme for this year was CARE
(creativity, aspirations, resilience and empathy). The girls’ aspirations were raised by visiting a university alone, but
hearing from international rugby star, Lydia Thompson, and hearing about her CARE journey inspired our students to
not only follow their own dreams, but encourage their peers to do the same. The day was fun-filled and they have
learned so much to bring back to their new roles. It is an exciting time for the Healthy Active Lifestyles department
here at Ninestiles.

A message from the
Head Boy & Head Girl
Now the first term of this year is coming to an end, I feel happy
and settled into Year 11 and my new role as Head Girl. It’s so
exciting to be a part of the Students’ Union, to have helped at
the Open Evening and be part of the team which is introducing
some of the pupils’ suggestions to the school. Being in this
position means the world to me and I am so grateful to have
been given this job – it has really helped me be more confident,
and I managed to give a speech for the first time (something I’ve
never done before!). In the new year, I want to continue to help
the pupils of Ninestiles voice their thoughts and opinions on the
school to make it a positive learning environment, amidst the
new changes. I hope that students and teachers can continue to
work together so that Ninestiles can carry on being the inclusive
and diverse community that it is. I hope that everyone can focus
on learning and working hard along with enjoying school life and
having fun at the same time.
I hope you have a merry Christmas and a happy new year!
Louisa Alcock (Head Girl)

I remember my first day at Ninestiles, and the Year 11 boys
who towered over me like giants - some even had beards! I
remember the excitement of ‘little Year 7 me’ finding out
that the restaurant sold hash browns. Life seemed good!
Having been at this school for 5 years, many things have
changed over this short period of time. Most recently has
been the change to the silent corridor policy. As a student,
things have really seemed different due to the lack of bustle
and noise I have been used to over my time here. Although
not talking in the corridors still feels foreign to me, the
school is calmer, quieter, and generally safer (there are
always those that feel overwhelmed by an onslaught of
loud rowdy teenagers). Areas that were always creating
bottlenecks seem more manageable, even with masses of
students moving from lesson to lesson.
Receiving our mock exam results passed like a blur. It
seems like only yesterday when I was sitting in that echoey
gym hall, trying to concentrate. The cold sweat that seems
to cling to you for the entirety of the exam. Then the relief
of hearing that you were not the only one that found
question four impossible!
Now I find myself in Year 11, and I’m still waiting for my
beard to grow! Only five more months of having to sit in
the Social Space and listen to assemblies on ‘dealing with
exam stress’. However, there is always that feeling at the
back of my mind that there will be a time that I can sleep on
past my alarm and not wake up to ‘you’re late for school!’
Christmas come soon!
Ethan Reid (Head Boy)

NINSTILES STUDENT
UNION
Ninestiles now has a Students’ Union. The candidates were
interviewed back in September and formed a team in
October. The Students’ Union is a group made up of 20 students
who meet every Friday. The group is coordinated by Miss Kaur.
Since forming, the union has been rather busy!
·

They have worked with members of the Fox Hollies forum to
promote holiday activities.
· They have met with an organiser of the Youth Parliament
and are meeting with an ex-Ninestiles student (Haroon Irshad)
in January 2019 to see how Ninestiles can be involved in that.
· They are currently discussing fund raising ideas for a
student who has been asked to represent Great Britain in the
transplant games.
· The students are also involved in the 'Send a Friend to
School’ campaign as well as thinking of ideas of how we can get
kids’ hearts racing for the British Heart Foundation; they want
more people to exercise to fight against cardiovascular
conditions.
· They have also been round classes with a suggestion box;
their ideas are then forwarded to the senior team who will
feedback to students as to what has been discussed and may
be implemented.

From Water house:
Vaishalli Shingadia - Year 10 HR (Mr Somal)
Anya Yousif- Stones - Year 10 CC (Mr Somal)
Abdihafid Ahmed - Year 8 HR (Ms Jones)
Mustafa Ali - Year 7 CC (Mrs Finn)

The Union members are as
follows:
From Fire house:
Tallulah Thomas - Year 7 HR (Mr Akhbar)
Alisha Rossaye - Year 7 CC (Mr Akhbar
Corey Mathers - Year 9 HR (Mr Bond)
Gurpreet Kaur - Year 7 CC (Mr Akhbar)
David Ibidokun - Year 11 DHB (Mr Zahir)
Sabra Khalfan - Year 11 DHG (Mr Zahir)
From Air house:
Amrit Rehal - Year 8 HR (Mrs Middleton)
Umme Ruqaiyah Tanveer - Year 9 CC (Mr Kemp)
Aidan Styche - Year 9 HR (Ms Altervia)
Demi-Leigh Jones - Year 7 CC (Mrs Evans)
Ethan Reid - Year 11 HB (Mr Guerin)

From Earth house:
Safina Hussain (O'Mahony) - Year 8 HR (Miss Turton)
Colin Emons - Year 8 CC (Miss Turton)
Zain Azim- Year 8 HR (Mrs Uppal)
Amandeep Kaur - Year 7 CC (Miss Jenkins)
Louisa Alcock - Year 11 HG (Mr Higham)

Congratulations to Aryan Ahmed in Year 7, who won our
Design a Christmas Card competition. Aryan’s card was a
lovely textured collage, which we did our best to recreate in
a printable format, so we could it to other schools and
colleges in the region. Well done and thank you, Aryan!
We will present Aryan with a voucher on the last day of
term.

FINAL WORD
We are definitely in the festive spirit with a number of our students on visits to the
Christmas lectures at Birmingham University this week along with 30 students enjoying
the pantomime on Thursday.
Looking ahead to January we have two INSET days on Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th
January. We look forward to welcoming students back on Wednesday 9th January when
Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations begin. Parents should also note that our Year 9
Options Evening will now be held on Wednesday 23rd January from 4.00pm until
6.00pm. Option forms and booklets will be available early in the new year.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your unstinting support
and to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a prosperous new year.

If you do wish to contact the school regarding your child,
please email their tutor in the first instance or alternatively
the Heads of Year who will be happy to help. Email
contacts for Heads of Year are outlined below:
Year 7 Sian Simpson sian.simpson@ninestiles.org.uk
Year 8 Suzie Britt suzie.britt@ninestiles.org.uk
Year 9 Tim Payne tim.payne@ninestiles.org.uk

Andrea and Alex
Co-Acting Heads of School

Year 10 Tom Bradshaw tom.bradshaw@ninestiles.org.uk
Year 11 Andrea Ferguson
andrea.ferguson@ninestiles.org.uk

The implementation of our silent transition is progressing well and the results
of our review showed that the majority of staff and students agreed that they
had seen an improvement to the starts of lessons and that there had been a
reduction in late arrivals to lessons. We continue with the full implementation
after Christmas.

Event

Date and time

Year 9 Options Evening

Wednesday 23rd January, 4-6pm

Year 8 Full Parents Evening

Monday 28th January, 4.30-7.30pm

Year 10 Full Parents Evening

Wednesday 13th February, 4.30-7.30pm

Year 9 Full Parents Evening

Monday 18th March, 4.30-7.30pm

Year 7 Full Parents Evening

Wednesday 10th April, 4.30-7.30pm

