Welcome to our February newsletter
This may have been a short half term but it
certainly hasn’t been short on activity! Most
significantly, our campaign to raise aspiration and
achievements for all of our students continues. In
particular, we want to pay tribute to our public
speaking team, who demonstrated incredible
dedication and skill to come third place in the ESU
regional speaking competition. Pitted against
some of the most elite schools in the country, the
team was awarded best speaker, beating five
other schools, which included Solihull School and
King Edwards Edgbaston. At the start of term, a
number of our top female mathematicians spent
the day in lectures at Oxford University for an ‘It
All Adds Up’ conference which encourages female
students to continue the study of mathematics
beyond 16. Can you believe only 25% of females
are represented in this field at degree level?
Along with visits to various universities, there
have been Geography fieldwork trips and a
number of sporting events. In January, our
students enjoyed a ski trip to Switzerland,
returning with no injuries and plenty of smiling
faces. We are so proud of the way in which
students involved in trips and visits embrace
these opportunities and conduct themselves
when acting as ambassadors for the school. We
would like to thank the staff who give their time
so generously, both after school and at
weekends, to enable
these experiences to
take place.

This term much of our attention was on our Year
11 cohort in the run up to their summer
examinations. The Passport to Prom, launched
this term, marks 100 days until the first exam in
May. Students are expected to collect stamps for
attendance, good work and attending the
intervention (revision) sessions. Every two weeks
students who are successful in reaching each
milestone are entered into a prize draw where
they can win a number of vouchers. This summer
we will be launching our ‘Nine Awards’ - any
student achieving a grade 9 in English, Maths or
Science will be awarded a trophy, certificate and
£50 voucher, and entered into the Ninestiles Hall
of Fame. There will be nine other awards for
students who make the biggest improvement
from their pre-public exam in February to their
final examinations in the summer.
Parents/carers please note that the awarding
bodies have designated Wednesday 26 June 2019
as a ‘contingency day’ for examinations. This is
consistent with the qualification regulator’s
document Exam System Contingency Plan:
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The
designation of a contingency day within the
common examination timetable is in the event of
national or local disruption to examinations. It is
part of the awarding bodies’ standard
contingency
planning
for
examinations.
Candidates must remain available until
Wednesday 26th June 2019, should an awarding
body need to invoke its contingency plan. It is
imperative that neither candidates nor their
families arrange appointments or holidays until
after this date.

Thank you to those parents/carers who came
along to our second Parent Forum to discuss
homework and rewards. The discussions were
extremely beneficial and we were delighted to
hear the number of different views. A number of
these ideas will feature in our updated rewards
programme due for relaunch in the coming term,
and in our homework policy, which is also under
review. We will update you on our progress in the
summer term. Our next forum will be held on
Wednesday 13th March, where we will be
discussing student wellbeing. It will be informal,
refreshments will be provided, and we hope to
have a guest speaker for this event; please look
out for the invitation following the half-term
break.
Attendance:
At Ninestiles we are continuing to focus on
attendance and punctuality and we remind you
that we expect children’s attendance to be at
least 96% - this is in line with government
expectations. Our level from September 2018 to
the February half term was below target, at 95%,
so we need your continuing support to ensure we
hit this important mark. THANK YOU SO MUCH to
those families who have been working hard to
ensure children’s punctuality and attendance is
high. THANK YOU for getting these important
habits established early on in your child’s life; it
will make such a difference to their futures. There
is a strong link between excellent school
attendance and achievement; students that have
an attendance figure of above 96% on average
achieve one or two grades higher in all subject
areas than students with attendance below 95%.

Uniform:
Thank you to all parents/carers who make sure
their children are in the proper school uniform;
we are very proud of the school uniform and
expect all children to wear it every day. We
have noticed increasing numbers of children
who are not wearing correct school uniform.
Reminders have been sent to those students we
finding increasingly flouting the rules.

Alex Hughes and Andrea Stephens
Interim Co-Heads of School
UNICEF Article of the fortnight:

Switzerland Ski Trip
On 26th January, eleven students, accompanied by
Mrs O’Grady and Mr Richardson, set off for a
week’s skiing in Crans Montana, Switzerland. They
were part of a larger group of over a hundred
people from five Birmingham schools.
On the first day, everyone headed out to the
slopes and soon realised that the dry ski slopes at
Ackers Adventure were nothing compared to the
mountains, and skiing on snow was so much
faster! As the week went on they all listened to
their instructors, did as they were told, and made
great progress; each day they went higher and
higher up the mountains and made their way back
with speed and style. Evenings were spent doing a
variety of activities from playing tennis, snooker
and table tennis, to going out for a walk in the
snow and having a huge snowball fight.
It was a great
experience for all
our students and
hopefully some of
them will go on to
ski again after
they leave school.
Mrs
O’Grady
and
Mr
Richardson were
immensely proud of our students; they achieved
so much, were polite and fun to be with, and were
a real credit to the school. Thank you to Mrs
O’Grady and Mr Richardson for giving up a lot of
their personal time to make this trip happen for
the students.

World Book Day—Thursday 7th March 19
We will be
celebrating World
Book Day on 7th
March – come to
school dressed as a
character from
your favourite
book.

Mr Hughes’
favourite book – The Count of Monte Cristo by
Alexandre Dumas.
Mrs Stephens’ favourite book - I Know Why The
Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou.

Passport to Prom

Big Physics Quiz

As we mentioned in the introductory letter, we
have introduced a Passport to Prom – a way of
encouraging our Year 11 students to put in as
much effort, and make as much progress as
possible, in the run up to their GCSE exams which
start in May. Students need to attend intervention
(revision) sessions, complete past exam papers,
and maintain excellent behaviour standards in
order to receive stamps in their passports.

A number of Year 9 students
recently attended a Physics
competition at the University
of Birmingham. The Big
Physics Quiz regularly attracts
schools from all around the
West Midlands and has a top
prize of a robotics kit. Topics included higher tier
content from the upcoming GCSE examinations as
well as a specialist round on Nuclear Physics and a
guest lecture by one of the resident professors.

On the day we broke for the February half term, a
number of students were awarded vouchers for
their efforts so far (with 82 days remaining at that
time):

Although we did not win a podium place on this
occasion, the students behaved in an exceptional
manner and were a credit to the school. The
students will have the opportunity to attend the
Biology version of the quiz in Year 10 and Mr
Mendonca looks forward to seeing our team
demonstrate their exceptional Biology knowledge!



Afreen Rehman – Water



Ashley Maher – Earth



Islaam Ilyas – Water



Israa Khakan – Water



Leanne Messer – Earth



Madiya Akhtar – Water

Harvinder Singh A-9



Zaheeb Ahmed –
Water

Zoya Ladha A-8

The students who took part were:
Umaara Saleem F-9
Maya Singh W-7
Humaira Shaheen W-8

Avinash Sanal Kumar A-7
Ali Abbas E-9

Well done on your efforts
so far, Year 11!

Havis Ibrahim E-9
Mohammed Khan A-7
Hasnain Haider A-9
Isaac Hussain W-7

ESU Public Speaking Success
For Sabra Khalfan, Kiran Ali Butt and Iman Rashid
the first round of the English Speaking Union
Public Speaking Competition in Coventry was just
the beginning. Having thoroughly impressed and
come a respectable second in the opening round
they had to put any lessons learnt into practice.
The regional final was another level altogether
and they needed to be ready.
Over the ensuing months speeches were rewritten, new questions were formulated and
hours of preparation were dedicated to going one
step further than last time. On the morning of the
competition, Ninestiles staff were regaled with a
run-through of the speech. In the evening, we
needed a convoy to transport all the supporters to
Solihull School; ten members of staff went along
to support our students.
The competition itself was incredibly fierce. Our
girls were up against some of the best private and
grammar schools in the region and they held their
own. Iman commanded the stage with elegance,
grace and a touch of class. Kiran’s questions were
challenging, thought provoking and, in a
competitive environment, wonderfully warm and
sincere. Sabra, however, was our standout
performer. She started her speech with a quiet
confidence and had the entire room hanging off
her every syllable. Her words cut through the
silence as she delivered an articulate, passionate
and profound message to the judges that knife
crime is a growing
threat and cannot be
ignored.

While the team finished third overall, cruelly
missing out on a place in the national final, Sabra
won the best speaker award, an achievement
befitting the performance and hard work she and
her team had put in. All three girls were
exceptional on the night and deserved the ovation
they received from peers and staff – they did
Ninestiles proud. Mr Talib would like to thank all
those who attended on 4th February and say a
special thanks to Mr Kemp and Ms Atherton for all
the late evenings they worked and the hard work
they put in to help the girls achieve this success.

Maths Challenge

Visitors from the Far East

Sixty pupils from years 8 to 11 took part in the UK
Maths Trust Intermediate Challenge at the
beginning of February. It’s a competition for
Years 9 to 11, but one of our Year 8 students also
entered it.

From 21st to 23rd January, Ninestiles hosted a
series of maths lessons delivered by expert
teachers from Shanghai. These lessons, delivered
as part of a national maths exchange
programme, were observed by visitors from
across the city. Primary school pupils from
Cedars Academy took part in the lessons, and all
the visitors and Ninestiles staff were able to
learn about key strategies used to deepen understanding of maths in Shanghai. This was a great
opportunity for the school, and we look forward
to continuing to work with other schools on
developing mastery in mathematics in the future.

Overall we won 7 gold, 14 silver and 8 bronze
certificates! Our previous best was three golds so
the students have done especially well this year.
Our gold winners were:


Yasmin Abdelkadir (Year 11) – best in
school!



Ayushi Mistry (Year 11)



Sohaib Ahmadzai (Year 11)



Ella Salt (Year 11)



Umair Khalid (Year 11)



Alex Brogan (Year 10)



Harry Cremins (Year 8) – remember this was
a competition for Years 9 to 11!

Well done to everyone – you
deserve your success!

100 Days until GCSE Student Conference
On 29th January, Ninestiles held its 100 Days until
GCSE student conference. The aim of the vent was
to raise the aspirations of our high attaining
students and to support and advise them the
applying to top universities and elite
apprenticeships providers.
The day started with an interesting talk from the
Ministry of Justice about careers within the sector.
This was followed by an informative talk by Solihull
Sixth Form Principal, Martin Sullivan; he discussed
the opportunities and provision available to high
attaining students. He also shared case studies of
former Ninestiles and Cockshut Hill students who
have secured placements at Oxford and
Cambridge universities.
Throughout the day, students participated in three
workshops:
Oxford University discussed with students how to
apply to top universities, which included
information on super-curricular activities, useful
websites to support students’ passions, and how
the universities assess applications.

Solihull Sixth Form discussed advanced study skills,
including identifying how you study and VESPA
attitude (failing forwards/failing
backwards)

Ernst & Young discussed elite apprenticeships; the
majority of students had not considered degree
apprenticeships so this workshop gave them a
really useful insight into a different post-18 route.
The majority of students found learning about
this option very useful, particularly when
considering their finances.
All three workshops were very informative and
student feedback was overwhelmingly positive. It
was a fantastic trust collaboration opportunity;
thank you to everyone involved in the day.

Science Big Teach
For the last two days of term, our Year 11
students really stretched their Science brains
with two intense days of revision and preparation
to put them in the best position for their
upcoming PPEs. They covered a lot of theory on
the first day and put the theory into practice with
‘walking talking mocks’ on the second day. The
students worked very hard to make the most of
these sessions, and both students and teachers
really enjoyed them.

Young Carers
Ninestiles School has been recognised by
Spurgeons children’s charity as being ‘young carer
aware’.
Birmingham Young Carers provides support for
Young Carers up to the age of 18. They split their
groups into three age groups: under 12, 12-14 and
15+.
If you think you need help:
Talk to someone you trust about whether you
may be a young carer. This could be a parent,
relative or a teacher at school. Show them this
website and ask them to talk to us to see if we can
help. Always talk to someone if you are worried or
upset; there is always someone who can help.
https://www.spurgeonsyc.org/birmingham/

Parental Code of Conduct
Parents/carers are expected to respect the caring
ethos of the school and work in partnership with
teachers and support staff for the benefit of their
children.
When approaching the school’s staff for help to
resolve an issue, please do so in a respectful
manner, recognising that colleagues may already
have prior commitments. Wherever possible
please phone ahead to arrange appointments or
be prepared to meet with an alternate member
of staff who can take your details and allow the
most appropriate person to respond.

All members of the school community should be
treated with respect; the school will not tolerate
any inappropriate behaviour, language or
threatening conduct on its premises. Further
guidance can be found on the school website in
the Parent Code of Conduct policy.
Thank you.

Ninestiles Term Dates for Academic Year 2019-2020
Autumn Term 2019
Starts
Half term
Ends
Spring Term 2020
Starts
Half term
Ends
Summer Term 2020
Starts
Half term
Ends

Inset Days
Mon 2nd September
Mon 28th October to Fri 1st Mon 2nd September
November
Tues 3rd September
Fri 20th December
Fri 29th November
Mon 6th January
Mon 17th February to Fri
21st February
Fri 3rd April
Mon 20th April
Mon 25th May to Fri 29th
May
Mon 20th July

Mon 6th January
Fri 3rd April
Inset Days

Mon 20th July

