Welcome to our April newsletter
Dear Parents and carers

It is with great pride that I am able to write my
first address to you as Principal of Ninestiles. I feel
an enormous sense of responsibility and personal
joy to continue the great work of the school,
something that impacted on my own father when
he attended in the early 1960’s!
During my 15 years here I have come to realise
what a very special place the school holds in the
hearts of the local community and I have
treasured the opportunity to work with students
and their families in my various roles; I now look
forward to being able to lead the school as
Principal.
I passionately believe in the power of education to
change lives and hold it as a fundamental right of
all students, regardless of background or
circumstance, to experience a high quality
education. At Ninestiles I see that it is our privilege
as a staff to ensure students enjoy a stimulating,
rich and successful learning experience.
I also take very seriously our responsibility to
guide our students to become respectful and
tolerant citizens of Great Britain who act with
compassion and integrity. To this end, I will
continue to hold the very highest expectations of
our students’ behaviour and conduct, and look
forward to working in partnership with you all to
help these very special young people succeed.

I hope you enjoy the newsletter; it is a snapshot
into the great work of our staff and students.
With very best wishes
Alex Hughes
Principal

Some key dates for Year 11 students:
Friday 14th June—last formal day in school
(apart from those attending revision classes in
Hospitality & Catering, Greek Writing, Statistics &
Free Standing Maths) All revision guides and
borrowed books to be returned by this date.
Thursday 27th June—Leavers’ Assembly, 3.15 to
4.15
Friday 5th July—Prom at the Botanical Gardens,
6.30 to 11.30pm.

Fine work in the Art department
Another term has flown by for the Art department,
with Year 9 selecting their options for Art and
Photography. One Year 9 student has already
begun undertaking work to contribute towards the
KS4 Art body of work, looking at portraiture. Good
luck to all students in their options selection. The
Art department is looking forward to working with
you.

Year 11 students have done some stunning pieces
of work towards their GCSE, but until they have
been assessed by the exam moderator, we are
not allowed to show them! We’ll be delighted to
include them in subsequent newsletters so you
can see how talented these students are.
Nouvelles du département MFL
This term the MFL Department hosted a poster
competition to celebrate linguistic diversity here
in the School. Students created posters on the
‘Benefits of Learning another Language’,
researching the many reasons why learning a
language is great for individuals and society.
The quality of entries was incredibly high and we
were particularly impressed with the number of
entries. Well done to the whole school winners:
Qasim Amin, Layyah Kelly, Tanbir Mridha, Amina
Sabir, Leah Crocombe, Aaminah Kouser and
Divine Munhuashati, as well as to everybody
that entered.

From the Maths Department

Bromsgrove School

Team Maths Challenge

Twenty-eight Year 11 Ninestiles students
travelled to Bromsgrove School over the weekend
of April 7th & 8th for a weekend of intensive
English and Maths revision, focused on securing
the highest grades. Each day featured 7.5 hours
of classes in the two subjects, along with
opportunities to explore the grounds of the
school and to hear a talk on politics from the
school’s deputy head.

Every Friday this term, up to twenty Year 7-9
pupils have been attending our Maths Challenge
club run by Mr Hunt and Mr Mace. The top four
pupils from this club, Harry Cremins, Jemima
Bahaar, Riya Patel, and Qasim Amin, were selected
to represent the school at this year’s UK Maths
Trust Team Challenge.

All of the pupils were a real credit to Ninestiles,
and made the most of their opportunities over
each day. While impressed with the facilities of
the school, our pupils left with the clear
understanding that hard work and careful
preparation for the exams will allow them to
compete with the best students at the most
exclusive schools around the country.

Our team of four travelled to Aston University on
March 29th to take on the best pupils across the
city, with high hopes of beating last year’s 11th
place finish. After impressive performances across
four challenging rounds, the Ninestiles team
finished in fifth place out of thirty teams. This is a
new school record, which the team is already
hoping to beat next year!

Student Ethan
Reid was
impressed by
the grounds
and buildings
at Bromsgrove
School.

Duke of Edinburgh Adventure
th

th

On Friday 6 and Saturday 7 April, a group of Year
11 students were in the Wye Valley, attempting
their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze expedition. The
students set off from a car park in Bewdley and
followed the River Severn up through Upper Arley,
before spending the night at Hampton Loade
Campsite.

As students set off, they were in high spirits, eager
to complete their award, and the weather was
cool, but dry. Over the course of the day both
teams showed real determination in making it all
the way to the campsite. They then pitched their
tents and set about cooking an evening meal, the
majority of which seemed to be pot noodles, whilst
the teachers went and got fish and chips!

After a rather chilly night’s camping (Miss
Routledge still hasn’t warmed up) the students set
off on the return leg, back to Bewdley. Whilst
there was initially some moaning and grumbling
over heavy bags and sore feet, everyone showed
significant grit and determination in pressing on.
Eventually both groups made it to the finish line,
tired, sore and very, very relieved! Every single
one of them achieved their Bronze award and
should be very proud of their accomplishment,
although a special shout out must go to Dimitri,
who not only passed his Bronze, but celebrated
his 16th birthday on the Saturday!

House Music & Drama Competition

News from the History Department

On 26th March students took part in the annual
House Music & Drama competition.
Several students participated in House Drama
and worked extremely hard in rehearsals. Some
houses opted for scripted performances of
classic tales and others devised original
performances. Despite a brilliant version of Big
Brother, including fantastic impressions of Mr
Foster and Miss Jenkins, Water was beaten by
Earth House's version of Hansel and Gretel.

History have been focusing on oracy skills as we
come to the end of term. The ability to speak confidently and clearly - in front of your peers is
a real skill and one that needs a considerable
level of practice. History students have been
writing, preparing, and then performing a
speech in the main hall in front of their class.
They have not been allowed any notes but have
spoken only with a prompt held at the back of
the room. These speeches have been on a
variety of topics from the Three Contenders to
the Throne in 1066 to the reasons that the
Vikings converted to Christianity. We have all
been delighted at the courage and skill that
students have shown in this exercise—well
done!

The performers for House Music were
outstanding—it was great to see one student
choose to play an instrument; this definitely set
them apart from the singers. However, the
judges decided that Melissa Flint's version of
Freya Riding's ‘Lost Without You’ was extremely
emotive, and therefore awarded her first place.
Well done to all those who participated and
thank you to our judges, Ms Qamar and Ms
Conry.

Commonwealth Tree Canopy
takes root at Ninestiles
Ninestiles recently received
four tree saplings as part of the
Queen’s Commonwealth
Canopy, which is an initiative marking Her
Majesty's lifetime service to the Commonwealth.
The initiative aims to plant thousands of new trees
across all 53 Commonwealth countries. This
mission is especially significant here at Ninestiles,
given our current focus on UNICEF Article 24
(Right to health and clean environments) as part
of UNICEF’s 2019 Outright campaign.
We decided to dedicate each tree sapling,
awarded to us by Her Majesty the Queen, to a
UNICEF Article, one of which would be Article 24.
Staff and students voted for the remaining three
Articles, which would be represented by the trees,
and the winners were:
Article 2 (Non-discrimination)
Article 13 (Freedom of expression)
Article 19 (Protection from
violence)
The saplings were planted on Friday
5th April, with the help of Deputy
Lord Lieutenant, Clive Stone, who
was representing the Lord
Lieutenant of the West Midlands on
behalf of Her Majesty The Queen.
Thank you to all that attended and
made the day so special; we can’t wait to watch
the trees grow!

March Fairtrade Fortnight
It was Fairtrade Fortnight in March, coinciding
with International Women's Day. Like many
schools around the UK, Ninestiles has been raising
awareness of millions of farmers like Rosie
Bekoin, who are trapped in poverty, working hard
growing crops like cocoa beans, but not always
getting a fair price.
Assemblies were held during the fortnight and
students signed postcards in Geography lessons
to send to the Prime Minister, to make sure trade
with developing countries puts poverty reduction
first.
Rosine Bekoin, for example, is part of a Fairtrade
initiative which allows her to get a fair price for
her cocoa now, so she can invest in her
community's future. Please consider supporting
farmers like her by looking for the Fairtrade
symbol when you are shopping.
You can find out more at Fairtrade.org.uk/
shedeserves

Higher Universities Programme
Seventy seven Students in Year 10 volunteered
their time to take part in a higher universities
programme, aiming to raise aspirations and
prepare students for later applications to Britain’s
top universities.
Alongside a number of requirements, including
achieving certain grades as well as preparing a
mock personal statement for a university
application, these students have had the
opportunity to go on a range of school visits to top
universities and graduate employers. An example
of this was twenty five students going to
Accenture’s main office, where they learnt about
life as a consultant at one of the world’s premier
firms. They had to look at the struggles of HMV
and prepare a presentation on how they could
help the struggling company.

Students have also visited Oxford University, as
well as having visits from Cambridge,
Birmingham and Warwick University to discuss
applications and think about futures in specific
fields. There is a number of further trips planned
for later in the year, including a Maths
residential for our top performing female
mathematicians, and a trip to the University of
London and the University of Warwick.

Bringing bikes to school
We know that many of our students enjoy
cycling to school, and they are very welcome to
do so, but they must be able to secure their bike
to the racks outside of school.
We can not allow bikes to be stored inside the
school building, as they present a tripping/
falling hazard.
If your child cycles to school, please provide
them with a lock.

SEND Sporting News

BCFC Coaching

Step into Sport

The Inclusion faculty at Ninestiles is very grateful
to Birmingham City Football Club for coaching a
select group of SEND students. It's wonderful
watching the students express themselves
through playing football with freedom and not
trepidation. Mr Heekin witnessed the students
consciously putting into practise what the BCFC
coaches are teaching them. For example, in the
last training session a goal was scored that
consisted of five passes, with players actively
moving off the ball and communicating with their
team mates. Furthermore, for the majority of
students the positive attitude shown out on the
football pitch has transferred into the
classroom. One teaching assistant has spoken
volumes about the positive impact that the BCFC
coaching programme has had on the general well
being of the students they support. In addition,
parents have commented on how their children
can't wait for the next session.

Step Into Sport is for disabled or non-disabled
pupils who are interested in being involved in
disability sport via coaching, officiating or
volunteering and would like to promote inclusive
sport within their school.
On 6th February, a number of our SEND students,
along with Mr Heekin and Miss Thompson,
attended an event hosted by Liz Johnson,
Paralympic gold, silver and bronze swimmer and
triple world champion. As always, the students
were a credit to the school, and it was beautiful to
see our students interacting with other young
people with a range of disabilities from Down’s
Syndrome to Cerebral Palsy. Students went away
with a great deal of inspiration and humility. We
have no doubt that the Step into Sport event will
make our students more accomplished sports
leaders for the future.

Ninestiles Archers
On 2nd April, Miss Boore and Mr Heekin took
eight SEND students to an archery competition.
They had coaching in the morning and took part
in a competition in the afternoon. Our students
came third out of ten schools; this is a fantastic
result, considering that our students were all
novices – well done!

Students of the Week

Fix Up Visit

You will have seen in the weekly bulletins that we
celebrate our students of the week. Heads of
House and Heads of Year each nominate a
student for whatever reason they choose (it could
be for beautiful manners, outstanding work,
being a really good friend to someone, etc.) and
they are invited to a ‘breakfast’ of hot chocolate
and doughnuts with the seniors. Friday 12th
April’s SOTW are:

You may remember from previous newsletters
that the Fix Up team visited Ninestiles to deliver
rousing speeches and hold motivational seminars
with our students. We asked them back again
during this last week of term to give our Year 11
students a final boost before the GCSEs start in
May.

Year 7

Aman Singh Bhaker

Year 8

Meena Ahmadzai

Year 9

Kazim Zaidi

Year 10

Anosh Saifullah

Year 11

Angela Jacks

Air

Mohammed Tayyab Khan

Earth

Danyaal Malik

Fire

Aaisha Rasool & Kelsey Martini

Water

Isaac Hussain

This time, the team asked our students to write a
pledge, to remind themselves that they can do
great things, and maintain a positive attitude,
even when they feel that the pressure is really on
them. Look at what some of our students have
promised themselves:

Importance of excellent attendance
Any student absence ultimately results in vital
lost days of learning which disrupts the
education of the individual student and the
whole class. Research shows that students who
do not attend school regularly do not achieve as
well in examinations, find it difficult to maintain
friendships, miss out on social events and are
more likely to become involved in crime, to name
but a few.
Any student whose attendance falls below 90%
will be classed as a Persistent Absentee or PA.
Students with poor attendance could face legal
action being pursued, on behalf of the school, by
the Local Authority. Ninestiles School will
continue to be robust in challenging absence
from school and raising overall attendance to
above the national expectation of 97%.

As part of this we will continue to work with
parents/carers and families to support excellent
attendance from all our students.

Eid Guidance
Please be advised that as a school we can only
authorise 1 day for religious observance for those
families celebrating Eid. Students will still be
expected to sit their exams during Eid.
Legal Interventions to date
Regretfully some families have faced legal action
this year due to their child’s poor attendance. To
date 31 families have been issued fines by the local
authority to the sum of £5,578.

Easter School Intervention
Please visit our website for the Easter School
Intervention programme:
http://www.ninestiles.org.uk/2019/04/10/easterschool-sessions/

