Dear parents and carers
Welcome to our May newsletter.
It only feels like two minutes since I wrote my first
letter to you as Principal of Ninestiles, and we are
already at the end of another half term. It has been
an incredibly short but busy time, which has seen
great progress and success for our students and
staff alike.
As ever at this time of year, a huge amount of focus
and energy has gone into preparing Year 11
students for their final GCSE examinations. I would
like to say a very big well done for the diligent and
dedicated approach our students have shown to
their preparation and indeed their examinations. I
hope that they feel the examinations have started
well and they can continue to work hard and with
total commitment throughout the final weeks of
their school career. I am also delighted at the level
of respect that younger year groups have shown for
the Year 11 students and their examinations. It is a
real credit to the school community that so many
students are considerate of their peers at what is
undoubtedly a challenging time.
The past few weeks have also seen me start to
outline my values and vision to the students of the
school. As I mentioned in my last letter I have been
shaped by the education my father received at
Ninestiles and feel very strongly in the values that
have been instilled in me.

Assemblies have therefore focused on the core values
of respect, commitment and achievement. I firmly
believe that our community will flourish if we hold
true to these values and look forward to working with
you in a variety of ways to ensure that they are at the
centre of everything we do as a school.
The final half term of the school year is always a very
enjoyable one with many trips and visits, including
school camp, a languages trip to Spain and reward
trips occurring, as well as celebratory events such as
the Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly and the fantastic Year
11 Prom at the picturesque Birmingham Botanical
Gardens. Look out for photos and news of what I am
sure will be a
wonderful end to the
school year in the next
newsletter.
Best wishes,
Alex Hughes
Principal

A message from Miss Ferguson—Head of Year 11
With exam season well and truly underway, Year 11s
have made me proud. They’ve taken to the challenges
of adhering to strict exam conditions brilliantly, and
have faced the stresses of juggling revision and sitting
so many exams in such a short space of time
remarkably well. As their Head of Year, I am very
proud and wish each and every one of them all the
best in their exams. Keep going, Year 11, you’re nearly
there!
Amazing Artists
Year 11 Art exams have now drawn to a close (Good
luck, Year 11!), with Year 10 now stepping up, ready
for their time to shine, next year.
Beautiful artist studies were completed by Year 10
during their PPE exams. Here are some examples of
their outstanding efforts.

History Project—the British Empire

Bikeability

In Year 8 History, as part of our British Empire unit, the
students have been looking at how India gained
independence from Britain and the effect this had.

This term over
30 students in
Years 8 and 9
took part in
their Level 2
and 3
Bikeability
training.

They have been looking at the creation of Pakistan and
both the positive and negative impact of India ending
200 years of British rule. They have been looking at
Gandhi and his involvement in the Indian Independence
Movement. They have looked at how the independence
has led to much conflict between India and Pakistan
ever since and how, still today, tensions between these
two nations continue.
Students have enjoyed being able to talk to family
members about their thoughts on the independence of
India, and have produced some fantastic homework on
the topic.
A special mention to Safira Ali for this amazing piece of
homework:

This
programme
teaches them important bike handling skills, as well as
how to get outside and enjoy the roads whilst staying
safe.
All the students that took part made it through to
Level 3, which is an incredible achievement. The
instructors commented on how impressed they were
with the students' manners, behaviour and
punctuality. We're looking forward to running our
Learn to Ride and Level 1 sessions in July. Well done
to all involved.

Countdown Challenge

News from our Mathematicians!

This half term saw the rise of the Countdown Challenge
in tutor time, organised by Mr. Mendonca, which
appears to have gone down a storm. Tutor groups have
been competing against each other to make as many
words as possible from a set of random letters, with a
numbers challenge thrown in for good measure.

Congratulations to Harry Cremins
(Year 8) and Ella Salt (Year 11) for
achieving merit certificates in the
Kangaroo round of the
Intermediate Maths Challenge.

As we have had a little disruption due to the Year 11
exams, and with it being a short half term, choosing a
winner has been difficult, however, here are some
special mentions for the end of the first full half term of
the challenge:
Across Year groups special mention goes to Year 7 for
consistently having the most team sheets submitted per
week - your participation has been outstanding!
Year 8 takes the crown for this half term for having the
highest average score per tutor that has taken part.
Across the houses, a special mention to Air House for
consistently having the most players each week and
therefore, the highest raw score consistently per week.
Again though, when looking at the highest average
score, Fire House leads by far, thanks to consistently
high efforts by F2 and F12.
Congratulations to everyone that has given the challenge
a go his half term. Until next time!

In the Junior Challenge, Harry broke
his own school record to achieve a
gold certificate and qualify for the
Junior Mathematical Olympiad. Gold certificates also
went to Abbas Jaffer and Mohammed Asharab (Year
7), with six pupils gaining silver and fifteen awarded
bronze.
Congratulations to all pupils who were selected to
take part in the challenges, and especially to those
who earned certificates!

Geography Field Trips
This half term our budding Year 10 Geographers have
taken part in a rivers investigation as part of their GCSE
requirement.
We travelled to Malvern Park to the River Blythe
(behind Solihull Sixth Form) to conduct our
investigation which looked at underpinning the
Bradshaw Model. Students were able to execute the
investigation with ease, looking at river width, depth,
velocity and particle size.
We hope to complete our last trip this week before
planning our human fieldwork for the start of next
year.

Fire House News
Fire House has had a very successful start to the year.
Melissa Flint (F-5) started the ball rolling with a
captivating performance of ‘Lost Without You’ by Freya
Ridings, for the House Music competition. The judges
said that Melissa showed real emotion when performing
and awarded her first place— well done Melissa.
We have had some sporting success in Fire House too.
Alasan Njie-Morgan (F-4) has been selected to play for
the England Basketball Squad - huge congratulations
Alasan!
There has been a dramatic improvement in behaviour
across Fire House, with many students receiving
certificates for a marked improvement in behaviour. It is
important to remember that poor behaviour prevents
you from learning, and prevents the learning of others. If
we want to achieve what we are all capable of, we need
to be consistently demonstrating high standards of
behaviour.
Attendance has also been a large focus recently, and two
students, who still have 100% attendance, were chosen
at random to receive a £20 Cineworld voucher. Well
done to Rose Price (F-13) and Hiten Shingadia (F-9).
After half term, we will be launching more house
competitions; it would be wonderful to have all students
participating in at least one house competition
throughout the year. We are currently second to Air
House in the Countdown Challenge. Well done to F-1
and F-12, who are leading the way for Fire House!

A reminder for the final term: please ensure all uniform issues are rectified over the holidays. Students
should be in the following:



Blazer with Ninestiles logo



White shirt



Tie



Black trousers or Ninestiles skirt (jeans, leggings/
jeggings or tight fitting trousers are not permitted)



Black leather shoes with no logo or branding or
‘ballerina' style slip on shoes



No facial piercings, including nose studs

A full copy of the school’s uniform policy can be found
on our website.

Students studying Christianity
This term, Year 7 have been learning about the creation
story in Christianity. They have been discussing ways we
can care for the environment and how it links to
UNICEF, Article 24 (Health and Health Services).

Taking Science Outdoors

Students are working hard in Science as we move to
the summer term. Year 11 continue to make the most
of the extra revision sessions that are being put on for
them, to ensure that they are as prepared for their
exams as they can be, and we hope that this hard work
will pay dividends for their exam results in August.
We are taking advantage of the warmer weather while
it lasts, and taking science outdoors to do some
practical work investigating habitats and sampling.

Knowle Fun Run

Year 11 English—Exam Preparation

Five of our Year 7 and 8 female students completed
the 5km charity Knowle Fun Run on Sunday 19th May.

It has been a vital time for Year 11. English students
and staff have worked incredibly hard in order to give
Year 11 that final push to ensure their success in the
upcoming GCSEs.

The girls did themselves very proud on what was a
humid day and on a course that was not for the feinthearted. Well done girls, you did the school proud and
the Healthy Active Lifestyles department, by being
active ambassadors for our subject.
Thank you to Miss Routledge and Miss Simpson who
supported the team and ran some impressive 5kms
too! We are already looking forward to the 2020 event
and we hope more students and families will join us
for the run next year!

We have arranged a number of extra sessions which
included Tom Reynolds, SLE for English, returning to
Ninestiles over the Easter holidays to give students
some final strategies for tackling the English Language
paper. We have also held some Big Learning sessions
in the Hall and Social Space on the day of the first
literature exam to help students consolidate their
examination techniques. Finally, the HPA sets have
been treated to some lecture-style sessions from Ms
Ali, Ms Paskin and Ms Blake on how to approach the
literature texts from different critical perspectives.
Year 11 are fully prepared and we are confident that
they will do well. Good luck, Year 11.

Inclusion Event—2nd July
The Inclusion department is holding an information
event for Year 4 and 5 students with EHCPs ,who are
looking at mainstream and Resource Base placements
for secondary transition.
This event will be held from 2pm to 5pm on 2nd July
for parents, children and school staff that wish to
attend.

Year 7 Focus

Inclusion Update

For Year 7 this half-term, the focus has been on building
independence and resilience. It began with a fantastic
assembly celebrating all the students who had been
selected as students of the week throughout the
previous half-term, and certificates were awarded to all
those students who have shown, and continue to show,
exceptional behaviour on a daily basis at school.

Year 9 Resource Base students recently entered the
Young Writers Contamination competition. All
students had to plan and write a story full of suspense
using only 100 words. Although a difficult task, the
students relished the opportunity to write a gruesome
story using drama and IT skills to support and develop
their ideas. We will find out the results in the next half
term so watch this space!

It has been interesting to gather student feedback
regarding the Aspire provision offered to Year 7. Many
students happily shared stories and were eagerly
involved in discussions about topical news items. They
were very passionate about the communities that they
are a part of, and it’s clear that they strive to learn
more about climate change, recycling and e-safety.
Students will now aim high for their end of year
assessments, using their upcoming lessons to gather as
much information as possible to prepare for these.
They are also aware that they still have time to achieve
even more and try something new, whether it be an
extra-curricular club or to explore the library for a new
genre to spark their imaginations!

Year 10 Inclusion students have completed inductions
and have been attending the gym fortnightly at Fox
Hollies to improve their health and fitness. This
coincides with our Sports and Fitness ASDAN
qualification that they are studying currently. All
students have reported an increase in physical ability
at the gym, improving their strength, endurance and
fitness. Parents have also commented very positively
on the impact this has had on their children.
A new Mindfulness group has started for girls on
Wednesday mornings during tutor time. This is
delivered by Ms Wixon in room 104. The group looks
at mindfulness strategies and meditations that can be
done at school and in the home to lessen anxiety,
improve focus, reduce anger and enhance general
wellbeing.

Earth House News

Ali:

This term, we have been congratulating many students
who have been doing the right thing.

We did taster sessions such as Taekwondo, drums and
cultural dance. On our second day, I learned some
dance moves and felt that I did OK with this new
experience. On the third day, I did lacrosse, which I
loved and I was partnered with Amandeep. We did
some shooting, passing and dribbling.

In assembly, students with exemplary behaviour and
attendance have been recognised and received
certificates. There were so many that we cannot list
them all here, however, a special mention goes to Anas
Abdal Kreem (E-5) and Salaahudeen Khan (E-8) who
both received a cinema voucher for 100% attendance
during the spring term.
Well done to E-13 (and Mr Higham) who received a tub
of chocolates to share, for being the tutor group with
the best attendance in Earth House.
Congratulations to all the Earth Students of the Week
so far this term. We hope you have been enjoying your
special breakfasts. Fantastic and well done!
Warwick Scholars
Four of our high attaining Year 8s, Ali Mohammadi,
Amandeep Panesar, Gurtaj Singh and Jamimah Bahaar,
were selected for the Warwick Sutton Scholars
programme. It is a two-year programme for highly able
Year 8 and 9 students who come from backgrounds
that are under-represented in higher education. The
programme is designed to stretch and challenge
students academically and inspire them to consider
university in the future. Our four representatives have
shared their highlights of the programme to inspire our
Year 7s to apply next year!
Gurtaj:
The highlight of my time at Warwick University was
meeting new people and learning lots about new
subjects, like languages and law. In these subjects, we
created a presentation and shared it with other groups.
We also learned about the written word and how
Shakespeare voiced his opinions.

Jamimah:
I particularly enjoyed the lecture on law because it gave
me an insight into what I would want to do in the
future. It taught me the benefits of pursuing a career in
law, as well as how to work within a team to create a
presentation and find the most suitable solution for an
air passenger with a dilemma. I also loved the society
tasters as I got to experience what taking part in a
society is like.

Amandeep:
I enjoyed the programme because of the projects we
did during the campus days. We did ‘A year abroad’
project where we looked into different national cultures
and languages to plan a year abroad. We also did
‘Politics within Shakespeare’, where we looked into
how Shakespeare embedded politics into his writing. I
also enjoyed the food!
Miss Britt is very proud of her Year 8s and is looking
forward to hearing all about their final session on
Saturday 1st June, and seeing how they progress with
the programme during their time here at Ninestiles.

Higher Universities Programme
As part of the Year 10 Higher Universities programme,
there has a number of raising attainment and
enrichment trips. Students visited Warwick University
for a taster session on Banking and Finance, and there
is a trip organised to take 30 students to the London
School of Oriental and African studies to explore a
variety of subjects available there.
Students were visited by a lady from Cambridge
University, who discussed her experience in applying
and going to the university. As part of this programme,
the 70 students spent a lesson looking at a Cambridge
University prospectus to get an idea about their
potential applications to university and what subjects
they might want to study.

Guys and Dolls
One of our students, Abigail Guest in Year 9, asked if
we could advertise a show in which she is performing,
at the Old Rep Theatre.

Come along to our

Musicals Mash Up
Tuesday 9th July
6.00 to 7.00PM
Tickets £1 on the door
Our talented students will be performing
songs from Matilda and High School
Musical.

