Welcome to our July newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers
It is with enormous pride that
I write to you as Principal as
we come to the end of
another exciting and
remarkable school year. Over
the past three terms, we have
seen considerable change and
movement forward towards
our vision of an Academy
founded on respect,
commitment and
achievement, which enables students to fulfil their
potential and leave school as well-rounded,
compassionate global citizens. The recent school prom
at the Botanical Gardens saw our outgoing Year 11
students really demonstrate this vision with their
impeccable behaviour and joyous celebrations. I look
forward to their exam results in August and hope they
are rewarded for their hard work.
The final term of the year has also seen a wide range of
educational trips and visits which support our students
in developing their knowledge of the wider world and
enable them to make links with their classroom
learning. I hope you have had the opportunity to see
some of the photographs from these trips on the school
twitter page (@Ninestiles) and have seen the cultural
experiences students gained in Stratford, Hay-On-Wye,
Birmingham University and Northern Spain, to name
just a few.

As one year ends it is inevitable that we look forward to
the new school year in September. I am grateful for the
support so many of you show in ensuring that your
children arrive in full school uniform every day. I urge
you to use the summer to refresh uniform wardrobes
and support us all in demonstrating respect for the
school ethos by ensuring students arrive in September
with exemplary full school uniform including smart
black shoes.

Next year also sees exciting developments for us on a
curriculum front. We have realigned our priorities and
will place significant emphasis on reading and literacy
skills which can be utilised across all subject areas.
Please support us in this by talking to your children
about reading and by modelling reading to them. Take
the summer to read widely alongside your child and
enjoy the awe and wonder a good book can inspire.
Watch out for further developments in the autumn
term.
As an Academy we are committed to exploring every
avenue to ensure our students receive the best
possible education. I am very grateful for the positive
way in which our change to the school working week
has been received and thank those of you that took
the time to get in touch. The condensed Tuesday
timings will allow us further develop our professional
learning, ensuring that your children are taught by
highly skilled, effective practitioners, able to make a
lasting impact on student outcomes. For the new
timings of the school week, please see details later in
the letter and on the school website. We have also
further strengthened our pastoral program with a
minor tweak to the tutor system. Student tutor groups
will now be in faculty areas related to year groups,
with a newly appointed Director of Year as the point of
contact for all queries. They will be supported by a
Pastoral Manager who will support children with
behavioural, attendance and pastoral queries. For
details of the relevant Director of Year and Pastoral
Manager, please see further below.

We have also invested significantly in the school
building and premises over the year with considerable
work taking place during the upcoming summer
holidays. The Summit Learning Trust has supported us in
undertaking a full refurbishment of a number of science
laboratories as well as the food technology rooms.
Furthermore, we are undertaking work to improve
classroom environments, corridor lighting and, as
requested by students, improving the toilet facilities!
The end of the school year inevitably means it is time to
bid a fond farewell to some colleagues; I would like to
wish the very best to all of those staff moving on and
thank them for their hard work and dedication at
Ninestiles. We are delighted to welcome a number of
new starters who have come through rigorous interview
processes to secure their position at Ninestiles. I am
particularly pleased to welcome Mrs Jeanetta Liburd,
who will be joining is in September as Vice Principal; I’m
sure you’ll get to see her soon.
In many ways this has been an extraordinary year but I
am delighted to wish you a pleasant summer holiday in
the knowledge that we have come together in the
difficult times, progressed significantly as a school and
are poised to build on this into next year. Enjoy the
holidays; I look forward to seeing you all again in
September when I may be a few pounds lighter having
cycled from Land’s End to John O’Groats. If you would
like to sponsor me, you’ll find a link on the website!
Best wishes,
Alex Hughes
A reminder that students are back to school on
Wednesday 4th September. Year 7 need to be in
school for 8.30, and the rest of the students need to
be in their tutor room for 10.45, please. We will
start our new timetable with school finishing for
students at 2pm every Tuesday.

Pastoral and Tutor Support by Year
Year

Director of Year

Pastoral Manager

7

Miss Simpson

Mr Macfarlane

8

Miss Ferguson

Mr Harvey

9

Mr Payne

Miss Bessell

10

Miss Wright

Miss O’Grady

11

Miss Kaur

Mr Foster

HAL Awards
Congratulations to Gursewak Singh, Ben Simpson and
Jake Evans, who were among the winners of awards
for outstanding achievement in Healthy Active
Lifestyles.

Mayank’s Poem
We mentioned in the final weekly bulletin, that Year 7
student, Mayank Thanki, had written an extraordinary
poem about stranger danger and the ‘butterfly effect’.
Mayank’s English teacher, Miss Raja, is very proud of his
efforts, and is delighted he is using his English skills so
well in other lessons. Mayank’s poem is shown below,
including an excellent example of the green pen work
we ask students to do to ensure their work is their very
best.

Felices vacaciones
This year the MFL department took 43 students to
Cantabria in northern Spain. We managed to avoid the
heatwave but still enjoyed lots of sunshine. We stayed
in a lovely 3-star hotel and visits included a Gaudí house,
ancient caves, Spain's largest maze, a safari park, a boat
trip around Santander's stunning harbour, a maritime
museum, an aquarium, Santillana del Mar - Spain's
prettiest village, the Guggenheim art museum and the
Zanarte shopping centre in Bilbao. Highlights were the
cable car ride in the safari park and, of course, the
beach. The students were a credit to Ninestiles,
demonstrating impressive curiosity for the culture and
language. Thanks to Miss Nicholls and Mrs Cowley for
organising the trip, and to Mr Aylin, Mr Francis, Mr
Kemp and Miss Simpson for all their hard work over the
week.

Year 9 Young Writers Competition

Bikeability Success

The students listed below have taken part in a Young
Writers competition within Inclusion and have all had
their entries selected for publication.

Bikeability came back this half term to run Learn to
Ride and Level 1 courses for some of our students
from the Inclusion department. Special mentions to
Jemma Jones who learnt how to ride a bike, and to
Stephen Clarke who demonstrated an exceptional
grasp of look, signal, manoeuvre. Thanks to Mr Heekin
for organising. Wishing you all a happy and safe
summer of cycling

The task was to write a 100 word story on the theme of
contamination. The school will receive a complementary
book and the students will have the opportunity to buy
one for themselves too. They are yet to announce the 5
winners but we are thrilled at their accomplishments.
Well done to the following students:
Armaan Hussain, Amani Nassir, Gursewak Singh, Jake
Evans, Ridhwaan Ahmed, Steven Clark and Sami Aroz.
Musicals Mash Up
On Tuesday 9th July, students performed in the Musicals
Mash Up and they did a fantastic job. Students worked
hard over the last term to put together a show that was
full of scenes and some of the best hits from West End
musicals, such as Matilda and High School Musical. It
was clear to see the amount of effort students had put
into rehearsals.
Staff in the Creative Arts department worked with
students to create the show and are extremely proud of
the pupils who took part. This was a perfect opportunity
for students to showcase their talents; Ninestiles has
some very talented actors, singers and musicians. The
audience gave a massive round of applause and said
that they enjoyed the show and they can’t wait for the
next one.
A huge well done to all who were involved, and thank
you if you came along to support us.

Fishing Fun

SOAS Trip

On 25th June, Mr Croxall, Miss Allso and Miss Bertram
took a group of resource base students finding in
Worcestershire. For most of them, it was their first time
and they had a fantastic day despite the heavy rain. As
usual, students were a credit to the school. A special
mention goes to Jaden and Fatima for catching over 60
fish between them!

Twenty-eight Year 10 Students went to the London
School of Oriental and African studies (part of the
University of London) to look at higher education. They
did a number of taster sessions, ranging from Middle
Eastern Law to Japanese and were given advice about
applying for top institutions. The students were a real
credit, especially considering the long journey to central
London.

Globality trip to Stratford upon Avon
The Globality
department recently
took the Year 8 cohort
on a fantastic trip to
Stratford Upon Avon.
The visit incorporated
elements from all the
Globality subjects.
Students had an
opportunity to
conduct surveys on
tourism and
environmental quality and spent a great deal of time
speaking to members of the general public.

Archery Success
Five girls from Ninestiles took part in an inter-schools
archery competition, hosted at Small Heath School. Katie
Gardiner in Year 9 won gold medals in the individual and
team categories, Elizabeth Martin achieved a silver team
medal, and Layyah Kelly and Susannah Brogan won team
bronzes, with Alayna Qureshi missing out by a single
point. All the girls have improved immensely over the
year, and were a real credit to the school.

Students put their business skills to the test by
examining goods and services on the High Street and
surveying how many members of the public utilised the
services offered.
They also had a chance to look around the historic
St.Trinity Church in the town in order to further
understand the religious significance of the building.
Whilst there they also practiced their language skills by
studying the key words in French, Spanish and German
in the visitor guidebook.

Maths Challenge

The public in Stratford complimented our students for
their manners and work ethic and Ninestiles staff on
the trip were very proud of all the students and how
they represented the school. The experience students
had on the trip is now being applied in their Globality
lessons.

Ninestiles came 1st and 2nd in the Trust Maths
Challenge at Lyndon School on 9th July. The team
comprised of 7 students and even though we were one
short we still won!

Miss Chowdhury would like to thank all the students as
well as the teachers who supported on the trip.

Year 8 - Arisha Amer, Jamimah Bahaar, Isa Rafiq and
Mohammed Ghafoor

Year 9 - Umaara Saleem, Zoya Ladha, Balal Ahmed

Well done, team!

Happy Campers
At the beginning of July, forty-nine students from
Ninestiles, along with students from Cockshut Hill,
enjoyed a wonderful week staying in the beautiful Forest
of Dean, on the border of England and Wales. They took
part in activities such as walking, canoeing, caving and
mountain biking. The students were very well behaved,
and thoroughly enjoyed themselves, with many vowing
to return next year. We were very fortunate with the
weather and did not see a single drop of rain the whole
week.
Thank you to Mr Croxall and the other teachers who
organised and supported this trip; it is a wonderful
opportunity for our students.

They look grumpy, but we are assured everyone
had a good time!

The Hay Festival
Miss Blake took a group of 15 students to the Hay
Festival on 24th May. It was an enjoyable experience,
particularly because our students got to meet a
critically acclaimed children’s author, Michael Rosen,
and take pictures with him.
This is what some of the students thought of the
experience:
During the Hay Festival we went to a variety of
seminars each with different presenters. However, each
seminar collectively taught us how to further push our
capabilities as writers and as human beings. The first
seminar was hosted by Mae Martin, a comedian who
has recently written a book about coming of age and
the LGBTQ+ spectrum. The second seminar we
attended was hosted by Michael Rosen, a famous poet;
he performed his poems and taught us how to further
expand our writing techniques and abilities. Overall, the
experience was interesting and opened my eyes to new
forms of writing and helped further develop my
techniques. I enjoyed the trip immensely and would
recommend it to everyone.

The Hay Festival is an event for people with an interest
in English Language and Literature. There were many
speeches from comedians who wrote books on their
experiences and poets, such as Michael Rosen, who
talked about different styles of narrative and poetry.
There are also many opportunities to buy books in
bookstores and charity sales, and even have books
signed by the people who gave speeches and took part
in interviews. Their speeches were interesting and they
allowed students to ask any questions at the end. There
were places where you could have things to eat and
communicate with other people of your age.
Overall, I enjoyed it because it was engaging and lively,
and I would recommend it to anyone who enjoys English
and would like to have a potential career with English
Language or Literature.
Shruthi Rajan, Year 10.

MFL trip to Solihull 6th Form
This term fifteen Year 10 students, alongside Mr Francis
and Dr Bowie, visited Solihull Sixth Form for a languages
taster day. The students had a brilliant time, finding out
all about learning languages in sixth form. They
experienced A-Level teaching, experimented with
multimedia language labs and even had a taster session
of Russian. Well done to all who attended, thanks to Mr
Francis for organising, and the Sixth Form for hosting a
great event.

Praise Award
You’ll probably know that we launched a new Praise
system this term; students have earned literally
thousands of them—here’s Charlie Jarvis, who earned
the 50, 000th praise, with Mr Hughes and Miss
McGonigle.
Well done, Charlie!

All Year 6 students received a free book to read over
the summer – The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.
Reading is a key priority for us, and we want everyone
to be reading as much as possible. All year groups have
been issued with a Summer Reading Challenge – how
many of the recommended books can you read, and
once you’ve finished your list why not add you own
selections to the list and read even more?
We will be starting a new Reader of the Month in
September; everyone who is a reader is in with a
chance, as this is not based on the number of books you
have read, but your passion, enthusiasm, progress
made and other such factors. Previous Readers of the
Month have earned privileges such as a free computer
pass for a week, and a priority lunch pass.

Ninestiles Library (OLA) Updates
After another very busy year, two Book Fairs, World
Book Day Competition, Reader of the Month, and
Student Librarian training, there are still lots of things to
look forward to.

Following the success of the July Book Fair, which took
place during Year 6 Induction, there are likely to be
more regular fairs at the same time as parents’
evenings. These will be open to all staff, students and
parents so keep a look out for these.
A display from our July Book Fair

Some information which may be of interest for the
holidays:

