Welcome to our October newsletter
Dear Parent/Carer
It is my pleasure to write to you as we come to the
end of a long and busy first half term of this
academic year. It has been fantastic to see so many
of you recently at Aim Higher, Elevate, Futures
Evening, parent forum and the Year 7 tutor
evening. We are making great strides to further
support you and your children with a high quality,
innovative curriculum, challenging them to aspire
to the very highest targets and outcomes as they
progress through the school year. Our core values
of Respect, Commitment and Achievement feature
at the centre of our ongoing work to ensure that all
Ninestiles, An Academy students are able to grow
into self-respecting, global citizens. I very much
value the strong working partnerships that many of
you develop with school to support your child and
would like to remind you that we have a range of
staff available to provide support, including
Directors of Year, Pastoral Managers and the
Safeguarding team as well as the Senior Leadership
team.
This year has seen us implement a new
management information system, which will allow
us to have much more streamlined communication
with you all, and enable information to be shared
within school in a much more productive manner,
allowing us to tailor our support more effectively.
We have used this as an opportunity to update our
contact information; if you have not yet returned
your form, please do so as soon as possible.

I would like to take this opportunity to underline
some of our core expectations. Students and
parents can demonstrate their ongoing respect
for themselves and the wider school community
by ensuring the following are adhered to:
Uniform and expectations
Directors of Year are working closely with form
tutors and students to ensure uniform standards
remain high throughout the year. Students must
be in full school uniform, including black shoes,
every day. Please also note that the uniform
policy clearly prohibits extreme haircuts and
colours, coloured and fake nails and excessive
make-up, including false eye lashes.
Attendance
Regular attendance is one of the most
fundamental ways to ensure students are
successful at school. Our target for all students is
to have attendance of at least 96% across the
school year. Any family holidays must be booked
to fall completely within the school breaks and
cannot be authorised where this does not apply,
other than in the most exceptional circumstances.
Please also ensure that medical or dental
appointments are booked outside of the school
day. Where appointments are unavoidable,
please return students as quickly as possible
following their conclusion. Please be aware that
we follow the Birmingham City Council Fast Track
programme and unfortunately, some families
have already received penalty notices this year as
a result of poor attendance. Our attendance team
will work closely with you to avoid this necessity
wherever possible.

The school day begins at
8:30am with students in
form tutor groups from
8:40am. Please support
the school by ensuring
your child arrives in a
timely fashion and ready
to learn.
I wish you all a safe and enjoyable autumn break.
Alex Hughes
Principal
Book of the Week: Gone by Michael Grant

In the blink of an eye, all the adults disappear from
Perdido Beach, a small town in southern California,
and no one knows why.
Cut off from the rest of the outside world, those
who are left (all aged 15 or under) are trapped,
and there’s no help on the way.
Sam Temple and his friends must do all they can to
survive. Chaos rules the streets. Gangs begin to
form. Sides are chosen – strong or weak. Cruel or
humane. And then there are those who begin to
develop powers…..
Warning – not suitable for students aged under 13 years

Years 4 & 5 Information Event for children with
an EHCP

On Tuesday 12th November, we will be holding
an information event for parents and children in
Year 4 or 5 with an Education, Health and Care
Plan, who are looking for either a Resource Base
or mainstream school place in September 2021
or September 2022.
This event will take place over 2 sessions:
Session A – 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Session B – 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
The afternoon will consist of: a presentation
from our SENDCO, a tour of the school,
information stalls detailing the provision
provided in our Resource Base and the wider
Inclusion Department, and a ‘Question and
Answer’ session.
If you would like to attend, please contact Mrs
Helen Butler, our Inclusion Administrator, on
0121 628 1311 or by email to:
Helen.Butler@ninestiles.org.uk to register your
interest.

News from our Science department
The Science department has been lucky enough to
start the school year with four newly refurbished
laboratory rooms on the ground floor, to
encourage students to take a hands-on approach
to their learning at Ninestiles. These rooms were
first showcased at our Open Evening in September,
and comments from visiting parents and
prospective students were extremely
complimentary. Staff are all keen to put these to
good use, fostering high aspirations amongst
students here at Ninestiles.
We recently participated in an
outreach day at Pegasus
School to help students
develop a love of learning
Science. Students were given
a brief look into Forensic
Science, and with the help of
Mr. Mendonca and Ms. Wallis,
managed to use simple chromatography to
identify the pen used in a crime at Ninestiles.
Accusations were made, the crime was solved and
the students at Pegasus were keen to find out
more! We look forward to working with our new
crime solving team again to solve more mysteries
here at Ninestiles!

In Psychology, Year 11 students have been
undertaking a huge data analysis project including
both staff and students. Students are evaluating a
well-known study by Yuki et al. (2006) into the
perception of emoticons (now known as emojis)
and how they communicate happiness. This has
been the largest project they have undertaken so
far, and the amount of data collected has been
overwhelming at times. The students have been
conducting themselves in an extremely
professional manner and look forward to
presenting their findings to staff in the near
future. Stay tuned for more information soon!

Champion Readers
The following students have received £15 book
tokens for being the top readers in their year
(they’ve borrowed the most books from the
library):
Year 7: Aminah Ahmed
Year 8: Atiqa Rashid
Year 9: Malaika Rehman (Most books read in the
whole school!)

Year 10: Palak Sharma
Year 11: Amna Khalud
Well done, readers! We
hope you enjoy spending
your vouchers.

Students of the Week

Marvellous Maths

Every week, teachers, support staff and Directors
of Year nominate students to be invited to a
special breakfast of donuts and hot chocolate with
Mr Hughes, Mrs Stephens and Mrs Liburd on a
Friday morning. Students can be nominated for
any number of reasons, such as outstanding work,
exemplary behaviour, honouring the school’s
values or just being a great friend.

Pupils have been making every minute count in the
maths department this term, with record numbers
completing independent work on the Hegarty
Maths website. Ninestiles students have answered
over 150,000 questions since September, with an
average of over 100 questions each! This places us
in the top 20% of the 1500 schools which use
Hegarty Maths worldwide. The top scorers in each
year group are:

The following students enjoyed their treats this
morning:

Year 7: Noman Naseer (672 correct answers since
September)
Year 8: Ulla Mansour (843)

Year 7

Nahima Muse

Year 9: Hira Mubashar (597)

Year 7

Ali Sadar-Khan

Year 10: Rukhsar Chandni (540)

Year 8

Safa Khan

Year 8

Amelie Walton

Year 9

Gursewak (Lucky) Singh

Year 9

Khadijah Uddin

Year 10

Rukhsar Chandni

Year 10

Emily Evans

Year 11

Shilen Chudasama

Year 11

Minahil Farhan

Two extras this week!
Mrs Allso wanted to
acknowledge what a great
help they have been these
last two weeks.

Zulaikha Kausar
Alisha Todd

Year 11: Mohammed Alam (3696)

This term also saw the Mathematical Olympiad for
Girls take place. Muntaha Ali, Hinaa Ladha, Eliza
Nisar, and Vaishali Shingadia all took part in this
elite competition, and results will be published in
November. We’ll keep you posted.

Year 10 High Aspirations Event
‘Opportunities are never lost;
someone will take the one you missed!’
On Tuesday 15th October Ninestiles hosted a Year
10 High Aspirations event in conjunction with
Solihull Sixth Form College. The evening was
arranged for our highest attaining Year 10 students,
with a view to helping them realise their potential
in achieving success at school, college and beyond.
The evening began with our Keynote Speaker, Dr.
Martin Sullivan, Principal of Solihull Sixth Form
College, who spoke about how students could gain
the most out of their experience in further
education. As many of our students choose to
continue their studies very successfully at the
college, Martin’s speech was inspirational and
contained many success stories relating to former
Ninestiles students. Our very knowledgeable
Careers Advisor, Debbie Perry, also delivered a
presentation on the range of educational pathways
open to students and work related learning
opportunities that they could take part in to
enhance their CV’s and college applications.
The highlight of the evening was a series of tailored
workshops, delivered by expert staff from Solihull
Sixth Form College, which gave students and
parents a greater insight into the demands of study
at this level. Students and parents had the
opportunity to sample sessions in English Literature
and Language, History, Psychology and MFL, where
they learned the Russian alphabet!

They were also able to find
out about the fascinating
Extended Project
Qualification that allows
students to research
virtually any area that
captivates them.
A wonderful time was had
by all at the event and we are very much hoping
to use this as a springboard for further
collaborations with Solihull Sixth Form in the
future.
Thank you to Miss Lappage for coordinating this
event.

Konnichiwa from the MFL Department!
We have had a fantastic start to our Beginners'
Japanese Club this term. With support from the
Japan Foundation, a Japanese tutor has been
leading weekly sessions for a group of Year 8
students. We have been learning greetings, how
to introduce ourselves and how to count to ten. In
addition, students have been starting to practise
hiragana writing, as well as being introduced to
the unique Japanese Culture. An excellent effort
by all.
さようなら (Sayonara)

History trip to Hardwick Hall

Debate Club

On Wednesday 2nd and Friday 4th October, we
took our Year 11 students to Hardwick Hall in
Derbyshire. The trip was designed to support
students with their understanding of how the
wealthy spent their money in Elizabethan England
and to give students the opportunity to see first
hand how spectacular Elizabethan stately homes
are.

Members of our Debate Club have been very
busy over the last two weeks, supporting
Directors of Year and teachers in assembly by
debating ‘Should the internet be a place for
freedom of expression for everyone?’
The confidence and preparedness demonstrated
by them has been outstanding, and those who
have delivered the speeches cannot be praised
enough.
Well done to the following students; we hope
you’ve enjoyed the experience.
7-1 Jaspreet Kaur

7-6 Rajan Birdi, Jacob Wood, Zuha Mahvish
7-8 Faidaan Khan
8-1 Layyah Kelly
8-2 Poppy Taylor, Sachpreet Kaur
Hardwick Hall also ties in with the curriculum as it
was an opportunity to see how people associated
with Elizabeth I, and her royal court often had the
best things in life! The students were in awe of the
size and architecture of the hall and how Bess of
Hardwick was able to overcome many challenges
in her life, to build such a magnificent building. The
students were a real credit to the school and the
National Trust commented on their excellent
behaviour and sheer enthusiasm! A huge thank
you to Miss Harris, Mrs Woodward, Miss Awojobi,
Miss Palmer, Miss McGonigle and Mr Young for
accompanying students on the trip and to Mrs
Cowley for helping to organise it.

8-5 Fatima Noman
9-1 Michael Dutton
9-3 Mariyam Khan
9-9 Elise Blake-Pearson, Shafiya Hussain

Debate Club is held every Thursday at 3pm and
is run by Miss Paskin, Mr Talib, Miss Multani and
Mr Kemp. After half term, university students
will be coming in to run debate sessions as part
of Debate Mate.

School Games Competition

Christmas Card Competition

On Monday 21st October, Mr Heekin took a
number of SEN students to Queen Alexandra
College Birmingham, where they took part in a
curling competition! They all competed and
conducted themselves beautifully.

It’s that time of year again!

The event was run by students with severe
disabilities; Mr Heekin was proud of how patient
and accepting of them our students were.

Design the Ninestiles, An Academy Christmas
card:


The competition can be entered by all
pupils from Year 7-11.



The card needs to be A5 size, and be able to
be photocopied (so flat!)



It can be completed in any media (pencil,
pencil crayon, paint, pastels, etc.)

Pupils wishing to take part, but who need access
to resources, can come to Art Club on a
Wednesday, starting w/c 4th November.
Rockley Water Sports Trip
On Tuesday 22nd October, Mr Heekin took a
number of students to the Rockley Water Sports
Centre in Birmingham. The event was held in
partnership with the 1851 Trust, who help to
provide free sailing experiences for children aged
11 to 14 years.
Mr Heekin was surprised at how engaged students
were and how quickly they picked it up—it is not
an easy skill to master. The students had a
wonderful time and were a credit to the school.

For further information or resources, and to hand
in your competition entry, please see Mrs Morris
in room 32.

The
competition
closes
Monday 18th
November

Useful information for parents and carers
If you would like further advice about how to keep
your child safe online, there are a number of very
helpful links on the Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP’s) website.
Go to their homepage and scroll down to the
‘Looking for further information section’. Click on the
‘Parents/Carers’ tab before following the ‘I'd like information and advice on keeping my child safe’ section. There are plenty of useful tips and good advice,
including resources that you can use with children of
all ages. In addition, on their website there is also
information about keeping yourself or a child you
know safe from child sexual exploitation.

The website is: www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

Some reminders:


All students should be back in school for
8.30am on Monday 4th November, please.



Our next Inset Day is Friday 29th November
2019.

